TRAIL CHALLENGE

Your passport to the nature
preserves of the Lake Erie Islands

INSTRUCTIONS
Welcome to the Put-in-Bay Township Park District’s
Trail Challenge! This passport will serve as your guide
to completing all of the recreational trails that our Park
District has to offer.
Visit the preserves listed on the following pages and
stop by the guest book box after you have completed
each trail. Within each box will be a unique stamp for
each of the preserves. Stamp your passport on the page
for that particular preserve to show your completion.
After you have completed all five (5) stops and gathered
all five (5) stamps, bring your completed passport to
the Freshwater Remedies local shoppe located at 1331
Langram Road, Put-in-Bay, Ohio 43456. To reward
your progress, you may redeem your passport for a free
organic item! Two (2) bonus trails are included if you
wish to further explore.
The trail challenge may be completed at your leisure.
Take time to enjoy the land the Park District has set
aside to protect and preserve the unique areas that
sustain the heritage of the Lake Erie Islands.

ABOUT THE PUT-IN-BAY
TOWNSHIP PARK DISTRICT

Created as a local government entity under Ottawa
County in 2006, the Park District operates under the
leadership of its Board of Commissioners and functions
through the grants and private donations received to
fund its various projects. With the help of the Lake Erie
Islands Conservancy, the Park District maintains and
preserves over 70 acres on South Bass and Middle Bass
Islands.
The Lake Erie Islands are island habitats unique to the
state of Ohio and serve a valuable purpose within the
Great Lakes’ ecosystem. These islands form a unique
habitat important for a vast variety of indigenous fish,
wildlife, and plants.

The islands are especially popular as stopovers for
a vast variety of migrating birds crossing Lake Erie.
The underwater riches of the lake and matrix of island
reefs provide habitat to a number of fish species.
Wetlands, forests,
and meadows also
provide habitats
to various flora
and fauna alike.
With the proper
environmental
management,
outside disturbances
can be minimized
in order to maintain
these unique natural
environments as
the rich biodiversity hotspots that they are so as to
facilitate conservation, unique environmental tourism
experiences, and the environmental learning that
results.
The Put-in-Bay Township Park District recognizes that
forested areas and natural spaces are disappearing to
development at an alarming rate. The Park District will
preserve natural, scenic, and agricultural locations to
safeguard the unique flora and fauna of the Lake Erie
Islands and enhance the quality of life for residents and
visitors of Put-in-Bay Township.
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Jane Coates Wildlife Trail
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Parking area

Property line
Trail

Open dawn until dusk
Please stay on the trail, respect private property
Pets are strictly prohibited
No motorized vehicles or bicycles on trail
No Collecting

A 2,550 foot looped
trail through the mature
forested habitat of the
Ladd Carr Wildlife
Woods.

Dodge Woods preserve
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Put-in-Bay StoryWalk® has
been installed along this trail.
A StoryWalk® is an innovative
An 852 foot looped trail
way for children and adults to
through a former vineyard enjoy reading and the outdoors
which has become a
at the same time. Seventeen
young forest.
Storyboard posts are placed
along the mulched path and
In collaboration with the display laminated pages from
Erie Islands Library, a
children’s books.

Massie Cliffside Preserve
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A 1,750 foot trail winds through 11 acres of woods to
dolomite cliffs. The preserve provides a spectacular
view of Lake Erie and the surrounding islands.

Scheeff East Point Nature Preserve
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A 2,205 foot looped trail
winds its way along the
shore of Lake Erie.

Middle Bass Island Forested
Wetlands Preserve
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Consists of three locations:
The Burgundy Bay Tract
(limestone plain wetland
forest habitat), Schneider
Tract (forested wetland), and
the Dieperink Tract (swamp
forest). The trail is present
within the wet woods habitat
of the Burgundy Bay Tract.

BONUS:
Middle Bass Island East Point Preserve

Property line
Trail

Accessible by canoe and kayak only, a walking path
circles through exceptional Lake Erie Islands shoreline
and interior island habitat, natural beach lands,
hardwood forest, and grasslands.

BONUS:
Lake erie islands nature & wildlife center
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This trail is located behind
the Lake Erie Islands
Nature and Wildlife Center.
The LEINWC is dedicated
to promoting conservation
and education of the flora,
fauna, and lands of the Lake
Erie Islands ecosystem.

Look for these flora &
fauna along your journey!

Birds: bald eagles, purple
martins, tree swallows, chimney
swifts, herons, and various other
songbirds and migratory birds
Reptiles & Amphibians: Lake
Erie watersnake, eastern fox
snake, eastern garter snake,
and hybrid salamanders
Wildflowers: trout lilies, wild
iris, jewelweed, columbine,
harebell, Virginia waterleaf,
bloodroot, wild leeks, false
Solomon’s Seal, buttercups,
Enchanters nightshade,
bellflower, Short’s aster,
goldenrod, Dutchman’s
breeches, Jack in the Pulpit,
wild hyacinths, blue phlox,
and appendaged waterleaf
Trees: green ash, silver maple,
box elder, swamp white and
bur oaks, elm, rough-leaved
dogwood, sugar maple,
hackberry, eastern red cedar,
black walnut, black cherry,
Kentucky coffeetree, mulberry,
basswood, Chinquapin oak,
and blue ash

Why preserve these natural areas?

As residential and commercial development continue at a
rapid pace within the Lake Erie Islands, it is the hope of the
Put-in-Bay Township Park District that some natural areas
can be preserved. There is a need to conserve these natural
ecosystems to preserve the unique biological diversity and
natural habitat within the Lake Erie Islands.

What steps has the Park District taken
to protect natural areas?

Successes in protection have been seen in the short time
that the Park District and Lake Erie Islands Conservancy
have been in existence.

• Preservation of critical habitat has removed the Lake
Erie Watersnake from the Federally Endangered
Species List
• Preserves are providing critical resting areas for
thousands of migrating birds
• Preserves provide a vital location for conservation
research

What can you do to protect
these natural areas?
• Dispose of trash in marked bins.
• Appreciate nature but leave it undisturbed.
• The preserves are not for your collection at home, please
leave nature where it belongs.
• Do not introduce non-native species, including live bait.
Allow all equipment to clean and dry before moving to a
new area.
• Observe wildlife from a distance and do not feed, follow,
or approach it. Keep pets leashed or leave them at home.
• Motorized vehicles or bicycles are prohibited. Stay on
marked trails.

Get involved!

There are many volunteer opportunities available to assist
the Park District such as with litter pickup, trail monitoring,
mulching, fallen tree removal, removal of invasive species,
bird banding assistance, and student research, or by mailing
donations to the contact address provided in this passport to
ensure the Park District’s continued success.

On behalf of the Put-in-Bay
Township Park District, thank
you for visiting these parks
and preserves to witness these
unique natural areas first-hand.
Taking the time to learn about
the habitats and wildlife of
the Lake Erie Islands and
their inherent value is the
first step in understanding the
importance of conservation.
It is the hope of the Park
District that this experience
will further your respect for
the environment and influence
you to make environmentallyfriendly choices in your daily
life.
Please share your experience
with others and encourage
them to visit the nature
preserves of the Put-inBay Township Park District
and learn for themselves.
Spreading awareness of the
value of the Lake Erie Islands
can help support the Park
District for years to come.

P. O. Box 177
Put-in-Bay, Ohio 43456
kelmar@thirdplanet.net
kfaris@bex.net
Encounter any problems along the trail?
Let us know!

Find Us on Social Media:

Facebook: Lake Erie Islands Conservancy
Instagram: @putinbayparks
Twitter: @leiconservancy
#wildputinbay #wildmiddlebass

This trail challenge is sponsored by:
Freshwater Remedies
1331 Langram Road
Put-in-Bay, OH 43456
freshwaterretreat.com
ontkorganix.com

Copyright Statement

This work is the intellectual property of Put-in-Bay Township Park District.
Permission is hereby granted for this material to be shared and reproduced
for non-profit, non-commercial, and educational purposes provided citation is
given to Put-in-Bay Township Park District.
To disseminate otherwise or to publish requires written permission from the
Board of Directors of Put-in-Bay Township Park District.

