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The Continuing
Saga of Cooper’s
Woods

Our Mission:
To encourage conservation and
Protection of Natural and Agricultural
Lands in the Lake Erie Islands for the
Benefit of Future Generations.

by Kelly Faris

Photo: Beautiful picture of a Cooper’s
Woods trail that represents what we are
trying to protect. We need your support!
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Entrepreneur Joseph de Rivera St. Jurgo set
aside park land in 1866 and created the
DeRivera Park Trust. The Trustees were to
maintain the downtown park “for the sole
beneﬁt and enjoyment of the inhabita on
of South Bass Island...” The original Trust
stated “no buildings” on Trust property.
Three Trustees ‐ Don Thwaite, George
Stoiber, Kelly Faris– currently oversee the
opera on of the downtown DeRivera Park
and the area known as Cooper’s Woods and
Shady Path.
In 1997, the DeRivera Park Trustees George
Stoiber, Don Thwaite, and Jeﬀ Norris
purchased 18.7 acres from the estate of
Gustav and Dolores Cooper for $750,000.00
"to protect it from development." The
headline in the June 1997 issue of the PIB
Gaze e proclaimed, "DeRivera Park

FUTURE GENERATIONS
Speaking of Future Genera ons….
here’s a photo of Sophia Schroeder
from the PIB High Environmental Club
a ending Cooper's Woods hearing—
signiﬁcant support for conserva on!

(Continued on page 6)

SHOP LOCAL at the
Christmas Bazaar Thur. December 8 from
3-7pm at Town Hall
“SHOP LOCAL” at the Christmas Bazaar on Thursday,
Dec. 8 from 3pm to 7pm at the Town Hall. Over 20
ar sts and cra ers will be selling their wares at the
Town Hall. A few of the items for sale this year include,
“sail” bags, sterling silver “snap” jewelry, island
photography art and notecards, island memorabilia,
s ckers, t‐shirts and books, handmade scarves and
Photo: Sampling of Brenda Nemec’s
Sterling Silver “Snap” Jewelry
potholders, bird seed, Christmas wreaths, stained glass,
wood carvings, Stone Lab apparel & gi s, Browns
Backer items, Mary Kay cosme cs, home made peanut bri le, jellies, and lots of baked goods. In
keeping with the holiday spirit, The Reel Bar (Build Your Pasta Night), Old Forge Cafe & Creperie,
the Resale Shop, Topsy Turvey and Tipper's will be open as well. Come out, SHOP LOCAL and
visit with friends ‐ all while ge ng a jump on your holiday shopping. The bazaar is sponsored by
the Lake Erie Islands Conversancy and the Lake Erie Islands Nature & Wildlife Center. Any
ques ons, contact Susan Byrnes by e‐mail: byrnespib@fron er.com or call 419‐285‐2306.

Generosity Fundraiser by Kalen Capp
Do you love the nature of the islands? You can donate to help ensure that people can
enjoy the natural wonders of the island for years to come. Please donate toward
improvements of the new Massie Cliﬀside Nature Preserve at Put‐in‐Bay this giving
season.
Nature preserves are an enduring legacy we oﬀer to our children. That is why the
nonproﬁt Lake Erie Islands Conservancy is having a fundraiser for a bench dedicated to
children and the children of future genera ons. As part of Put‐in‐Bay Township Park
District, the preserve is open to the public year round.
We will have posts directly linking to the fundraiser on the Lake Erie Conservancy
Facebook page and group. Like us on Facebook and click the link, or you can go to the
fundraiser directly for more informa on at ‐
www.generosity.com/fundraising/massie‐cliﬀside‐preserve‐bench/x/6265379.
Please help us improve our nature preserve for the public. Donate today.

Lake Erie Island Water Trail Update
The Put‐in‐Bay Township Park
District’s Lisa Brohl has been hard at
work with Andrea Irland of the
Na onal Park Service and Jill Jentes
Banicki, Greg Aylsworth, Lisa Rice,
and Chris na Dierkes of Ohio Sea
Grant on the layout of the Lake Erie
Islands Water Trail guide. We hope
to have it published by the end of
the year. Greg has also designed
access signs to be printed by Lake
Screen Prin ng to guide paddlers to
each access point. They will be color
coded by island. Photo of Massie
Cliﬀside Preserve sign here is just
one of the points on South Bass
Island as an example of what to look
for on the Trail next spring! The
guide will also be distributed on line
at the LEIC website as well as the Put
‐in‐Bay Chamber of Commerce site.
Thanks to all who have helped with
the guide‐gathering info, providing
access points, and edi ng! We are
excited to have this project ready for
the public soon to allow paddlers to
enjoy the Lake Erie Islands in a safe
and informed way!

A HUGE THANK YOU to all who helped
make this beautiful preserve a reality!
Photos top to bottom: Fall Hiking at Massies;
Restored and replanted by volunteers during
the Buckeye Island Hop; Ken Farber’s Trail at
the Massie Cliffside Preserve; Fall Color at
Massie Cliffside Preserve

Become an LEIC Member for
just $25 for an entire year!
Please see page 15 for details.
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Freshwater Sensations
Christine Ontko

Bed and Breakfast
PO Box 307

419-366-1036

LEIC Christmas Potluck
December 14 By Lisa Brohl
We will hold our annual LEIC potluck at the South Bass Island
Lighthouse on Wednesday, December 14 at 6:00 pm. A ham,
hot cider, and coﬀee will be provided. Please bring a side dish or
dessert to share and a beverage of your choice. As we are a
Conservancy, we ask that you bring your own plate and table
service for the fes ve evening. We will have a social hour ﬁrst
and then potluck meal. Thanks to our partners the Ohio State
University Stone Lab for allowing the use of the Lighthouse‐ a
beau ful place to start your holiday celebra ons! Please RSVP
by email at leiconservancy@gmail.com or phone or text at 419‐
366‐2087.

Photo: 2015 Christmas Potluck

LEIC and PIBTPD Wish List
Although Santa has been very good to our organiza ons with lots of grants for land
protec on this year, there are s ll a few items on our wish list for the new year ahead!
Let us know if you can help us out with any of this items at leiconservancy@gmail.com
or 419‐366‐2087.


Oﬃce Space to Share with PIBTPD



Architect or Engineer for Petersen
Woods Boardwalk project drawings,
dona ons for helical supports for
boardwalk, grant wri ng help for Clean
Ohio Trails Grant





Assistance with trail layout,
construc on, parking, mulching and
signage with the Middle Bass Island
Forested Wetland Area (Burgundy Bay
and former Schneider tract)
Interpre ve Signs ($200 each‐can add
donors name) and Entrance Sign, for
the Middle Bass Forested Wetland
Preserve



Interpre ve Signs for the Massie
Cliﬀside Preserve, Jane Coates
Wildﬂower Trail, or Scheeﬀ East Point
Preserve ($200 each‐can add donors
name)



Recycled Bicycle Rack ($700) and Bench
($2,000) for Dodge Woods‐can have
any commemora ve message you
would like on bench or rack

Our partners at the Lake
Erie Islands Nature and
Wildlife Center are
looking for a part‐ me or
full me assistant. Please
contact them at 419‐285‐
3037 or leinwc@gmail.com if interested.



Dona ons for Matching Funds for
January Clean Ohio Grant Applica ons



Part‐Time Employee funding



Website and Social Media Assistance



Mapping Assistance for Grants and
Reports



Laptop for oﬃce



Assistance with placing nest boxes in
our preserves

The Dodge House



Funding or Dona ons for an
AmeriCorps intern‐could be shared with
LEINWC

Put-in-Bay’s Largest Waterfront Rental



Assistance with Purple Mar n Rigs,
Tree Swallow Boxes at Scheeﬀ and
need some brush removal near boxes
and rigs. Would also love some
assistance for Paula Ziebarth in se ng
up, monitoring, and taking down boxes



Volunteers to spread mulch on trails
and pick up more li er at Massie
Cliﬀside Preserve

Preserving and Protecting
Natural Areas within the Lake
Erie Islands for this Generation
and Future Generations
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Sleeps 25 people ~ 419-341-9760
www.DodgeHousePIB.com

Put‐In‐Bay Electric
766 Duﬀ Road

P.O. Box 567

Put‐In‐Bay, Ohio 43456
419‐285‐6120

Audubon Christmas Bird Count 2016 by Lisa Brohl
Walk the island from dawn to dusk
listening, watching, coun ng. Enjoy the
quiet me of year. Or sit in your recliner
and watch colorful winter birds visit
your bird feeder for a por on of the day.
It all adds up with sta s cs from other
birders around the country to give us a
snapshot of how bird popula ons are
doing‐the Audubon Christmas Bird Count
is in 117th year‐what a tradi on to be a
part of!
The Annual Audubon Christmas Bird
Count will be held in the Lake Erie
Islands Count Circle on Sunday,
December 18, 2016. Par cipants will be
needed on Kelleys, Pelee, and the Bass
Islands that day. On South Bass, we need
volunteers to listen for owls in the early
morning, travel the island bird watching
during the day, and to watch their
feeders at home. We are also looking for
birders or feeder watchers to help with
Middle Bass and North Bass.
If you are interested in watching your
feeders or traveling the island for all or
part of the day, call Lisa Brohl at (419)
366‐2087 or e‐mail at

Photo: Downy Woodpecker
Photo by Brendan Costilow

leiconservancy@gmail.com. Those on South
Bass can meet at the Brohl residence (441
Mitchell Rd.) at 7:00 AM for coﬀee and
strategy. We will get together for pizza and
to share results a er the count. Par cipa on
in the Christmas Bird Count is free and a lot
of fun!
John Pogacnik, the oﬃcial Count Circle
Compiler, will be coordina ng the eﬀorts on
Kelleys Island. Please correspond with him at
jpogacnik@hotmail.com if you wish to help
at Kelleys.

Photo: Young Cooper’s Hawk at Kit Knaser’s
feeder

Winter Astronomy Program Jan. 12
By Lisa Brohl

Gene Zajac will present “Not Your Parents Universe” at the Put‐in‐Bay Town Hall
on Thursday, January 12, 2017. The program will start at 7:00 and end at 8:00 pm.
This will be another light‐hearted look at the universe with theme "What we
thought then" vs "What we know now.” There will be stargazing a erwards
weather permi ng. Gene taught Astronomy at the Shaker Heights High School
Planetarium and is now re red and a deligh ul resident of Put‐in‐Bay. We are
lucky to have Gene for LEINWC Nature Camp and Road Scholar programs as well
as his programs at Scheeﬀ East Point Nature Preserve and the Put‐in‐Bay Town
Hall for LEIC and look forward to another fun evening in January!

Re-Opening
Soon!

Erie Island Carts.com
At the Airport ~ Overnight rentals
and Reservations welcome

419‐285‐GOAT( 4628)

419-285- KART

Catawba Avenue
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Support LEIC through
Amazon Smile!

Photo of Historic Titgemeiers c. 1888
Photo provided by Titgemeiers

Island Birdfeeders
Ready for Winter!

The Lake Erie Islands Conservancy
website sports a new ad for the
Amazon Smile website. Shopping here
will send dona ons to the LEIC
account. We received a deposit
recently for our members shopping
eﬀorts so keep shopping and
suppor ng the LEIC! Thanks Jamie
Berger for help in ge ng the pos ng
up on our website!
Click the box below to go directly to
the Amazon Smile website!

By Lisa Brohl

Thank you to Titgemeiers Feed and Garden
from Toledo who worked with us to sell winter
bird seed. Stop at their historic building and
check out their wares the next time you are in
Toledo-on the west side just off of State
Route 2 at 701 Western Avenue. A big thank
you also to Kelly and Marty Faris for taking all
the orders, to Russ Brohl for picking up the
seed, Dustin and Eddie at Heineman’s
Winery for the use of the truck and storage,
Billy Market and Miller Boat Line for
transportation. Kelly, Russ and Lisa
delivered the birdseed to islanders including
customers at Middle Bass, as well as a few
mainland customers too! We really
appreciate all of you that ordered seed from
us to support the Conservancy!! If you forgot
to order, don’t worry-visit our table at the
Christmas Bazaar to pick up a few bags!

Put-in-Bay Township Park District
Approved for Public Funding
By Kelly Faris
In its ten years of opera on, Put‐in‐Bay
Township Park District has been
incredibly successful in obtaining grants.
The District has also been successful in
solici ng dona ons and in enlis ng a
host of volunteers for various projects.
The Park District now needs to
concentrate on regular maintenance,
repairs, and general opera ons. Grants
are not available for maintenance and
repair.
The necessity to depend on dona ons is
a tenuous and unreliable way to operate.
Grant opportuni es are disappearing and
will con nue to be limited.

Put‐in‐Bay Park District needs reliable
and steady income to sustain and build
on its successes.
To this end, Put‐in‐Bay Township Park
District, as a government en ty,
pe oned the Budget Commission of
O awa County for funding. The Budget
Commission has approved .7 (7/10) mill
for Put‐in‐Bay Township Park District to
be used for construc on, permanent
improvements, acquisi on of property,
maintenance of property, indebtedness,
and any other lawful purpose.
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LEIC Christmas
Winter Bird Seed
Shopping!
Sale to Benefit
by Lisa Brohl
LEIC the LEIC in your Christmas
Remember
shopping. Our website includes a link to
our Café Press store with t‐shirts,
sweatshirts, hats, etc. all with the Lake
Erie Islands Conservancy logo for those
land preserva onists on your shopping
list! The LEIC gets a percentage from
everything sold. h p://
www.cafepress.com/
lakeerieislandsconservancy

(COOPER’S WOODS Continued from page 1)

outlines hopes to preserve Cooper’s
Woods.” And further, “The Trustees
assured those gathered that whatever was
done would be decided upon by the input of
the island people.” The Trustees solicited
private loans and accepted dona ons from
ci zens.
Cooper's Woods/Shady Path is the acreage
between the Catholic Church and the Goat
Restaurant.
Shortly a er the purchase, the DeRivera
Park Trust was informed that the site fell
under the original Trust ‐‐ no buildings.
Documents were ﬁled in the Probate Court
of O awa County to change/ break the
original Trust to allow a dorm/
maintenance/storage building in Cooper’s
Woods. (At that me, Put‐in‐Bay Township
oﬃcials oﬀered the DeRivera Park Trustees
land at the transfer sta on on which to build
such a structure.)
The "Friends of Cooper's Woods" was
organized to prevent the Trust from being
changed. Through court ordered
arbitra on, the Trust was modiﬁed to
permit uses in Cooper's Woods that were
not permi ed in the downtown park. The
arbitra on permi ed a building on 1 to 2
acres‐‐ if the Trust wished to build it ‐‐ in
Cooper's Woods within a 15 year
moratorium period. The remainder of the
woods could not be touched.
This moratorium on doing anything in/on
the remaining part of Cooper’s Woods will
expire on January 8, 2017.

Photo: Large-Flowered Trillium

The DeRivera Park Trust faced ﬁnancial
diﬃculty in paying oﬀ the debt to purchase
Cooper's Woods. In 2009, the Township, on
behalf of the DeRivera Park Trustees, placed
a ﬁve year tax levy on the ballot to avoid
possible default on the debt on Cooper’s
Woods. This property tax levy brings in
about $40,000.00 a year for the re rement
of the debt. The levy was renewed in 2014.

When this levy expires, the people of South
Bass Island will have invested $400,000.00 in
the purchase of Cooper’s Woods.
With only months le in the moratorium,
two trustees of the DeRivera Park Trust
received an es mate from All American Tree
Care for cu ng a 14 foot wide by 100 feet
long swath of trees for a driveway and a 75
foot by 75 foot area for the site of the
proposed dormitory/shop/storage building.
A survey was also done on the property.
There were also inquiries about the water
and sewer tap‐in fees ‐‐‐ all done without
knowledge of Kelly Faris, the third trustee.
With the expira on of the moratorium
quickly approaching, many want to keep
Cooper's Woods just the way it is ‐‐ a green
forested area with walking trails and no
buildings.
The Trustees planned to hold an “end of the
year” mee ng on Friday, October 14.
Through word of mouth, Face Book, and e‐
mails, informa on went out about this
mee ng sta ng that it may be the last
opportunity to express concerns about the
future of Cooper’s Woods. A direct mailing
went out the to the box holders at Put‐in‐
Bay Post Oﬃce and “Save Cooper’s Woods”
signs appeared all over the Island.
More than 200 people a ended the
mee ng. It appeared that 195 people
wanted to keep Cooper’s Woods just as it is
– a wooded area with walking paths.
During that mee ng, the president of the
Trust, Don Thwaite stated that “...there was
nothing going to be done with Cooper’s
Woods property... at this me and that
other op ons would be looked into as there
had been at least two people interested in
selling us property for a building and garage
shop and housing unit.” [Italics by author]
The “at this me” phrase concerned a lot of
people. Trustee Kelly Faris made a mo on
to have a conserva on easement or deed
restric on placed on Cooper’s Woods that
would protect the acreage as a natural area
forever. The mo on was rejected.
Mr. Faris that made a mo on that the Trust
pledge to keep Cooper’s Woods and Shady
Path as a natural, wooded area with walking
paths and no building be placed on this site.
The mo on was rejected.
Lisa Brohl CEO of Put‐in‐Bay Township Park
District made an oﬀer on behalf of the Park
District to purchase Cooper’s Woods and
pledged that the Park District would protect
it as a natural area. There was no discussion
at the mee ng and it appears that this oﬀer
was rejected.
Discussions for use of wooded acreage of
Cooper’s Woods include the construc on of
a dog park, installa on of a tennis court/
baseball ﬁeld/a track complex and of cu ng
trees and plan ng grass so that Cooper’s
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Photo: Dutchman's Breeches

Woods would look like Central Park in New
York City.
The majority of the trustees has constantly
rejected any kind of protec on to keep
Cooper’s Woods as a natural area because
“we don’t know what future genera ons
would want.... we don’t ‘want their hands
ed.’”
Apparently the wishes of this genera on
don't count!
It seems so simple to many. The trust is “for
the sole beneﬁt and enjoyment of the
inhabita on of South Bass Island...” As such
should not the inhabita on of South Bass
Island have some input into what happens
to Cooper’s Woods?
Who is the trust held in “trust” for?
Currently the trust is held only in trust for
the present trustees and they feel they are
not required to listen and react to the
wishes of the people.
Since the tax payers of South Bass Island will
have “invested” $400,000.00 in the
purchase of Cooper’s Woods, shouldn’t the
taxpayers be listened to? Shouldn’t they
have some direct input into what happens
to the woods?
One very posi ve mo on that did come out
of the mee ng was following: “...that the
DeRivera Park Trust hire legal counsel to
review the decision making process on
behalf of the DeRivera Park Trust and for
this legal counsel to deﬁne the recourse of
any trustee that has been deliberately
excluded from this decision making process
and to deﬁne a process to correct this.”
And a second posi ve mo on was passed.
The Trustees would hold monthly mee ngs
and the me would be posted “so anyone
could a end if they wanted to.”
The fate of Cooper’s Woods is s ll not
resolved. And for those who wish to
preserve and protect Cooper’s Woods and
Shady Path as a natural area, you must
remain vigilant!
It is more than just trees and a couple of
squirrels!
Note: The DeRivera Park Trust did not meet
in November and s ll is working to set a
December mee ng date. Monitor the
Friends of Coopers Woods Facebook page
and our Conservancy website for any
updates.

LEIC Annual Meeting Report by Lisa Brohl

The Lake Erie Islands Conservancy held their
annual mee ng at Heineman’s Winery on
Sunday, October 16, 2016 at 1:00 pm. Russ
Brohl grilled burgers for the group and
everyone brought something to share. The
warm fall day made for a great get together.
Board members Nancy Welter, John Ladd,
Dus n Heineman, Bob Russell, Bruce Miles,
and Julene Market were all elected for
another two year term. A discussion was held
concerning the DeRivera Park Trust mee ng
and the Cooper’s Woods. Members were
encouraged to enjoy fall by walking one of
our island preserve trails. Thanks to
Heineman’s for hos ng and to Sco Jackson
for dona ng the burgers.
The following came out‐Russ and Lisa Brohl,
Marty and Kelly Faris, Susan, Mike, and Joe
Byrnes, Marsha Colle , Bob and Nancy
Russell, Roger Parker, Jeﬀ Koehler, Gabriela
Kaplan, Linda Parker, Jeane e and Tim
Luecke and everyone wished John Ladd a
quick recovery from a recent illness. (Top
Photo)

Photos: Bottom L-R Russ Brohl manned the grill, LEIC members enjoying the day, and Mark Nemec brought homegrown stuffed peppers

My Summer as an AmeriCorps Intern —
An Interview by Jenna Prahst
What are you most proud of?

Photos: Sue, Jenna, and Steve Prahst working on trail at
Massie Cliffside Preserve

Throughout my me with AmeriCorps I completed several projects. The ﬁrst project I
completed was monitoring Purple Mar ns and Tree Swallows in the beginning of my
term. With this project I had to count the eggs or the young birds in the nests and enter
the numbers in a database.
Another thing that I worked on were several volunteer events that I organized. This
included events that I created or groups that came to the site to help. I had to provide
equipment for the job they were comple ng such as garbage cleanup, mulching, or
pulling invasive species. There were about seven major volunteer events that I set up and
or helped create. Four of these were with speciﬁc groups including a church youth group
who helped mulch, a disabled volunteer group who mulched and pulled invasive species,
(Continued on page 12)
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Explore our Preserves:
Forests of the Bass Islands
By Lisa Brohl
This fall has been a spectacular fall color year‐hopefully you enjoyed a walk in
one of our preserves on the Bass Islands. One of the reasons we have such great
color are the orange‐yellow‐reds of sugar maples with muted yellows of
hackberry and basswood, the deep red of staghorn sumac mixed with eastern
red cedar along the cliﬀs. The oaks hold their leaves the longest, ﬂu ering in
winter winds and adding shades of red to brown to our island color pale e.
Our island forests are unique in many ways. With dolomite so close to the
surface, we get trees that tolerate a higher ph‐common hackberry, blue ash,
chinquapin oak. Dominant forest types in northern Ohio usually include beech‐
maple or oak hickory. The forests on South Bass Island are more like those on
glacial moraines further to the north. The Common Hackberry, Sugar Maple, and
Basswood associa on common here is unique. Our Canadian neighbors to the
north have called this forest associa on a Carolinian forest‐with climate
moderated by the surrounding Lake Erie‐with some tree species with a more
southern distribu on. Ash, birch, chestnut, hickory, oak, and walnut; tulip tree,
pawpaw, Kentucky coﬀeetree, sassafras, hoptree, and others are representa ve
of this forest type. The island forests include hoptree, coﬀeetree, walnut, Oak
and hickory. Each of our preserves have a slightly diﬀerent character when it
comes to forests because of their diﬀerent history and microclimates.
The forest at the Middle Bass East Point Preserve includes Kentucky Coﬀeetree
with its fat twigs as well as Common Hackberry, Sugar Maple, Basswood, White
Ash, Black Walnut, Ohio Buckeye and Black Locusts‐ possibly introduced for its
use as fence posts‐considered to be na ve to southern Ohio. Addi onal
plan ngs of oaks, maples, and hoptree from Riverside Na ve Trees were made
here by the Buckeye Hop volunteers in areas where the former home and garage
once stood. Hoptree, a member of the citrus family, is the host food plant for
the giant swallowtail bu erﬂy. Two areas are mowed each year to keep in early
successional grasses for a maximum habitat for birds. Solomon (Con nued on next page)

Photo: Spectacular fall colors on island trees
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Photos: Above and below—Bright yellow on maples that
were still changing at our Middle Bass Island East Point
Preserve

Photo: Gorgeous beach at Middle Bass Island East Point Preserve
(FORESTS Continued from page 8)

Seal and white adders tongue or trout lilies are found in
spring along the trail.
The Jane Coates Wildﬂower Trail has dolomite just below the
surface‐supports blue ash, chinquapin oak, red oak, common
hackberry, basswood and sugar maple as well as a variety of
spring wildﬂowers. Blue ash has unique square stems that set
it apart from other trees. Its health is being diminished by the
emerald ash borer. There is wild hyacinth and Dutchman’s
breeches in abundance here as well as mayapple, Jack‐in‐the
pulpit, toothwort, spring cress, and blue phlox. There are
many trees in the back por on of the trail that have mul ple
trunks‐a sign of something chewing on the tree when young‐
the forest may have been a pasture at one me.
Scheeﬀ East Point Nature Preserve is an example of a low
lying forest on the p of east point. Unfortunately it has lots
of dead standing green ash killed by the introduced emerald
ash borer. Eastern co onwood, willow and sycamore grow
along the shore. Staghorn Sumac and rough‐leaved dogwood
is growing quickly in areas that were once front yards of
co ages. Once cleared for a housing development, new tree
plan ngs were done with funds from Stan Wulkowicz and
trees from Riverside Na ve Trees including swamp white oak,
bur oak, silver maple, basswood, common hackberry and
black cherry. Zoe and Brad Titchener also provided Ohio
Buckeye and American Sycamore trees to commemorate
their family members and Bud Toole. A bur oak tree was also
planted in memory of Jenny Kempf by sister Beth Dye. Enjoy
all these trees as they grow and regenerate the property.

White trout lilies or adders tongue are found along the wet
wooded western edge of the preserve.
Petersen Woods, the Prokesh parcel, and the Middle Bass
Forested Preserves are examples of swamp forests owned by
the Put‐in‐Bay Township Park District on Middle Bass Island.
Bur Oak, Swamp White Oak, Green Ash, Silver Maple, and
Eastern Co onwood are the dominant trees with common
elderberry, rough‐leaved dogwood on the edges.
The Massie Cliﬀside Preserve has chinquapin oak, blue ash,
common hackberry, eastern red cedar and hoptree along the
cliﬀ’s edge. As you walk from the cliﬀ back toward the
parking lot on State Route 357, you will no ce a diﬀerent
forest as there is an increase in moisture. Here you see more
green ash, silver maple, and eastern co onwood as well as
black walnut. Where the co ages and out buildings were
removed, volunteers planted trees from Riverside Na ve
Trees including red, white, swamp white, and bur oak, sugar
and silver maple, common hackberry, basswood, hoptree and
bladder nut to hasten the regenera on. Na ve wildﬂowers
and grasses from Na ves in Harmony were also planted this
fall. It will be fun to watch this area as these areas
regenerate. In the mean me, enjoy the columbines and
harebells blooming on the cliﬀs in the summer.
Unfortunately, our island forests have also been invaded by
the nonna ve Norway Maple, Amur Honeysuckle and Garlic
Mustard. Volunteers are needed to help remove these
species and ensure diverse beau ful forests for the future.
Thanks to all the volunteer groups who have helped us
restore the forests for all to enjoy!
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Brett Gates, ODA Office of Communications, (614) 752
-9817, bgates@agri.ohio.gov
Stephanie Leis, ODNR Office of Communications,
(614) 265-6860, Stephanie.Leis@dnr.state.oh.us

OFFICIALS ANNOUNCE DISCOVERY OF
ASIAN LONGHORNED BEETLE IN EAST FORK
WILDLIFE AREA IN CLERMONT COUNTY
COLUMBUS, Ohio (Nov. 18, 2016) – The Ohio Department of
Agriculture (ODA), in collabora on with the U.S. Department of
Agriculture’s Animal and Plant Health Inspec on Service
(APHIS) and the Ohio Department of Natural Resources (ODNR)
today announce the discovery of Asian longhorned beetle
(ALB) infested trees in a sec on of the East Fork Wildlife Area
in Clermont County.
The center of the newly discovered infesta on is within the
Williamsburg Township por on of the East Fork Wildlife Area,
south of Clover Road. Tree inspec on crews will con nue to
survey the area and surrounding areas to determine the extent
of the infesta on. Using ground surveyors and specially trained
tree climbers, crews will inspect host tree species suscep ble
to ALB for signs of the wood‐boring beetle. Any trees found to
be infested will be removed as part of the eradica on eﬀort.
Once the extent of the infesta on is evaluated, ODA will move
to expand the ALB quaran ne to include addi onal areas near
the new infesta on. When available, a map of the regulated
areas will be posted at agri.ohio.gov.
“With more than $2.5 billion in standing maple mber and a $5
billion dollar nursery industry that employs nearly 240,000 people,
it is vital we do all we can to keep this tree‐killing pest from
spreading across Ohio,” said David Daniels, director of the Ohio
Department of Agriculture. “We appreciate the pa ence and
understanding of local communi es as we con nue to work with
our partners in this eradica on eﬀort.”
East Fork Wildlife Area consists of 2,705 acres that are managed
by the ODNR Division of Wildlife for public hun ng and ﬁshing in
southwestern Ohio. It is unlawful for any person to remove wood
from a wildlife area without ﬁrst obtaining approval.
The beetle was ﬁrst discovered in Tate Township in Clermont
County in June 2011. Currently, 61‐square miles are regulated,
which include all of Tate Township and East Fork State Park, a
por on of Monroe Township and a por on of Stonelick and
Batavia townships.

Adult ALBs are large, shiny black insects measuring 1 to 1 ½ inches
long, not including antennae, with random white spots. Their
white‐banded antennae can be as long as the body itself on
females and almost twice the body length on males.
Signs of infesta on include perfectly round exit holes (about 3/8
to 1/2 inch in diameter) made by adult beetles when they emerge
from trees; the pockmarks on tree trunks and branches where
female beetles deposit eggs; frass (wood shavings and saw dust)
produced by larvae feeding and tunneling; early fall colora on of
leaves or dead branches; and running sap produced by the tree at
the egg laying sites or in response to larval tunneling. The beetle
will infest various common trees in Ohio, including all species of
maple, buckeye, willow and elm.

To report signs or symptoms of ALB, call the Ohio
ALB Eradication Program Office at 513-381-7180
or report online at asianlonghornedbeetle.com..

Paula Ziebarth and Darlene Sillick had fun with the large puffballs found at the Jane Coates Wildflower Trail this fall. A puffball is a member of any of
several groups of fungi in the division Basidiomycota. They are edible fungi and can grow quite large. The fungi are called puffballs because clouds
of brown dust-like spores are emitted when the mature fruitbody burst.
Photos: L-R Nice sized puffball; Paula Ziebarth with puffballs at Jane Coates Wildflower Trail; Puffballs at LEINWC
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Photos:
Row 1—Andy Christianson of the Reel Bar with Check; Bill Burger, Joey Wolf, Marty and Kelly Faris; Carol and Rich Roberts; Glen Cooper Row
2—Jordan and Caiti Market, Austin Bolyard; Jordan and Julene Market, Kate Ptak; Joyce and Bill Slough; Kate Ptak and Jackie Taylor Row 3—
Kristin Stanford and Andy Christianson; Mark and Karen Wilhelm; Mark Nemec and Jackie Taylor; The Market Family Row 4—Mike Burns and
Steve Poe; Ohio State University Stone Lab Employees (after hours!); Susan Byrnes and Kate Ptak; Susan Byrnes and Marsha Collett Below
Left is our lovely LEINWC Bartender for the evening, Kate Ptak; Below Right is our other lovely bartender for the evening, Kristin Stanford

Reel Bar Guest Bartender Fundraiser a
Great Success! by Lisa Brohl
On October 24 Guest Bartenders Kris n Stanford and Kate Ptak of the
Lake Erie Islands Nature and Wildlife Center worked the bar for the Lake
Erie Islands Conservancy. $463 raised that night from ps and a
percentage of the business. Thanks to Andy Chris ansen and the Reel
Bar and everyone who came out to enjoy dinner and drinks that night to
support the Conservancy!

Yardworks
PO Box 538
Dan and Valerie Kowalski
Put-In-Bay, Oh 43456
Owners
(419-) 285-2147
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lots of people visi ng. I feel like I helped
make a diﬀerence to create such a beau ful
an interexchange group of college students green space.
Overall some other small things that I
from around the world who helped pick up
garbage, and a day when the Na onal Park helped out with was an event called Island
Service employees came to pick up garbage Green Week. This was a week in August
where there was a diﬀerent event every
and mulch.
day. I helped most of the days of that week
Thirdly, something that I helped with this
year was Nature Camp. This is a program for including the Massie Preserve Dedica on
(men oned above), the Island Ramble and
the Lake Erie Islands Nature and Wildlife
center that occurs annually. I mostly helped Eco Tour where I helped provide
informa on to those a ending the tour, the
with the 11‐14 year old camp where I was
annual pig roast fundraiser where I sold
present every day. I also helped for one of
the days of the 8‐10 group as well. For both raﬄe ckets, and lastly I had my own event
groups I helped with the kayak day where I during that week which was a photo walk of
one of the nature preserves where people
was kayaking with the kids and made sure
they were all ok and comfortable. For the 11 were to come out and take some
photographs of the park.
‐14 group, besides the kayaking, I also
helped with the bird banding day where the
kids got to learn how to band birds. The best
What have you learned about
part of the nature camp was helping the 11‐
conserva on or natural
14 year old group with their overnight
campout on another island. I helped them
resource management?
set up their tents, cook food, make a ﬁre,
During my me in this experience I learned
and helped with their fun ac vi es as they
that conserving land is something very much
learned about moths, birds, and other
needed in every community. There more
things.
conserva on the be er. I also learned that
Something that I worked on all year was
it can be very hard to get land to conserve
helping with the social media of the
and to get it the way you want it. But, once
organiza ons that I helped with. I posted on you do get it all done and complete it is a
their Facebook page, on their website, and great and wonderful thing and so many
also helped with wri ng some ar cles for
people are able to appreciate and enjoy the
their newsle ers as well.
land that has been conserved.
The last major project that I helped with
throughout the en re summer was the
prepara on for the opening of a new park. What have you learned about
This was something that occurred
working with your host
throughout the en re year in which I helped
clean up, mulch the newly established trails, agency/organiza on?
visited weekly to make sure it was doing ok, While working with my host organiza ons I
etc. Towards the end of my term it was
have learned a lot about the na ve plants
ready to be oﬃcially opened so I made the and animals of the area and I learned a lot
brochures/programs for the opening
about the community as a whole. I got to
ceremony and helped people learn about
meet a lot of interes ng and very kind
the new area. This was my favorite “project” people. I got to learn about how the
that I helped with because this new park is organiza ons work and about how much
now my personal favorite place to go and I they work towards be ering the
love that every me I go past it there are
community. I also found that I really do
(INTERN Continued from page 7)

The Candy Bar
170 Delaware Avenue
Put-in-Bay, Ohio
419-285-2920

have a strong interest in several areas that I
worked in. This includes my new interest in
the na ve nature of the Lake Erie Islands,
my interest in wan ng to help with further
projects in land conserva on, and I also
learned that I really like the educa onal
aspect of this experience. I found out, when
I helped with nature camps, that I really like
working with kids (and that kids like me) and
doing ac vi es with them. Overall, I have
strengthened my interest in the
environment and helping it be a be er
place.

Does the local community
seem involved and/or
interested in your project or
organiza on’s objec ves?
The local community 100% seems interested
in the organiza on’s objec ves. All of my
neighbors and people that I would talk to
would tell me how much they appreciate
what we do and what we are doing with the
land preserves and the educa on. Also, a lot
of my projects dealt with ge ng volunteers
from the community so they do include and
involve the local community. I do believe
that we also address a community need
because the land that has been preserved
could have been used for more rental
houses or co ages and I know that most of
the locals here would much rather have
green space near their houses than have
more places for tourists to stay. I feel like
what I helped with did impact the
community especially because of the
amount of people that tell me how much
they appreciate the work that the
organiza ons that I worked with do.

Handmade chocolates,
fudge, saltwater taffy,
ice cream and over 500
kinds of candies!
(Find us on Facebook!)

Michelle Pennington
937-243-0043
bbattitudes@gmail.com
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A Special THANKS...

Valerie may have been stuck doing
the newsletter prep for mailing, but
she DID get to play with stickers so....

The trade-off for mowing is
getting to hang out in this
beautiful spot! Not so bad...

Thanks to Valerie Chornyak for helping out
with our LEIC newsletters

Thanks to Del Taylor for mowing at
MBIEPP this fall!

It is not appealing to be
appealing but the results
are most appealing!

We’ll take it!! No, not the car… Wait!
Yes, of course, the car! But not
without our dear Mark!!

Thanks to Marty and Kelly
Faris for folding and mailing all
the membership appeals this
year. And to Stone Laboratory
for copying assistance!

Mark Nemec advertises the LEIC and
LEINWC everywhere he drives! And we
are very grateful for the support and, of
course, the free advertisement!

Please Note: Does not
come with Bike—you do
have to bring your own!
Those trees look small now
but just you wait!
Thanks to Ed Kapraly of Riverside
Native Trees! We really appreciate
your support!!

Julene Market has donated a
bicycle rack for the new Middle
Bass Island Forest Preserve for
next summer-thanks Julene!!!
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Richard Gump is the gift that keeps on
giving and Ken Farber now has
proof… He attached it right to a tree!
Thanks again Ken Farber for laying out the
trail we are all enjoying at the Massie Cliffside
Preserve! Richard Gump made this sign to
thank Ken for his efforts. We sincerely
appreciate both of these men tremendously!!

Don’t forget!

New and Renewing Members

Become an annual
sponsor of our
newsletter for $100.
Place an ad in our
newsletter and receive
an annual Friend Membership FREE!

Friends

Stewardship Fund Donation

David and Louise Butz
Barb Chrysler
Linda Murr
Pat Skinner

Dean and Carol Sheldon

Supporters

Donations for #GivingTuesday and/or Donations in memory of John William
Latham
generosity.com

Leah Bilski
Darren C. Dunning and Renee Guy
Scott Market

Contributors
Bob and Jean Hilt
Dean and Carol Sheldon

Patron
Bruce Miles

Land Protection Fund

Call 419-341-2725

Stan and Connie Wulkowicz

Diane Benze
Lisa Brohl
Susan Byrnes
Kalen Capp
Julene Market
Diane Nemec
Jane O’Brien
Tim and Jane O'Brien
Ted Ofat
Joe Rutter
Robert Sylak

Lisa and Russ Brohl
Daniel and Virginia Deeks
Dennis Devicco
Kelly Faris Family
Howard, Elaine, Donna and John Martens
Mike and Anita McCann
Laureen Mooney and Family
Rusty and Gina Mortley
Carol and Rich Roberts

Fall Bird-Banding at the Middle Bass Island East Point
Preserve! By Lisa Brohl
Tom and Paula Bartle were at the Middle Bass Island East Point Preserve banding birds
from Monday, September 26 un l Saturday, October 1, 2016. Highlights of the week
were a banded whippoorwill and yellow‐breasted chat‐as well as seven diﬀerent fall
warblers! A merlin was sighted on the ﬁrst day also. Thanks to assistants John and Peggy
Leopold, Chris Helman, Lisa Brohl, Nancy Welter, Tedi Pertner, Shane Roberts, and one
other assistant ‐ and for all who stopped by to visit and make it a fun week. And most of
all thanks to Tom and Paula for all the great work that they do on the islands to promote
bird conserva on and educa on! Their data from the previous years of banding have
helped us in wri ng grants to preserve more land.
Photos: Above —Whippoorwill; Below—Yellow Breasted Chat

Photo: Emily Mortelett and Josh Kent with Tom Bartlett
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LEIC Membership Form

Membership Notices are sent out annually-this is for new memberships-share with your friends

__$25 Friend __$100 Contributor __$500 Patron __$50 Supporter __$250 Steward __$1000 Life __$100 Friend/AD
Name _________________________________________________Spouse/Companion_________________________

Island Address PO Box _________ Put-In-Bay, Ohio 43456 E-mail _____________________________________
Permanent Address_________________________________ City _________________State _____Zip___________
Phone______________________Cell Phone _____________________Island Phone___________________________
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

In addition to my membership, I would like to donate to:
Land Protection Fund
I would like to contribute $ ___________to the Lake Erie Islands Conservancy, to be used only for expenses related to
the purchase of land.
I understand that I will receive a Certificate of Donation for income tax purposes.

Stewardship Fund
I would like to donate $______________to the Stewardship Fund to help maintain those properties owned by
the Lake Erie Islands Conservancy.
Please make checks payable to (LEIC) Lake Erie Islands Conservancy
Please Send to: PO Box 461, Put-in-Bay, Ohio 43456 All donations are tax deductible. Thank You!

Langram Road
Arbor Day Trees on the Move
by Kelly Faris

IN MEMORIAM
Dr. John ‘Dr. Bill’ William Latham
July 29, 1935 – October 14, 2016
Dr. John William Latham
passed away on October
14, after an extended
illness. Dr. Bill was a 1958
graduate of The Ohio
State University and a
1968 graduate of the Ohio
State School of Dentistry,
where he was a member of Psi Omega
fraternity of dental students. A U.S. Army
veteran, he served in Heidelberg, Germany.
Dr. Bill was a teacher for many years in
Columbus and also at Put‐in‐Bay. He had a
dental practice in addition to his teaching
duties, and spent many summers assisting at
Heineman Winery at Put‐in‐Bay. Dr. Bill and
his wife Susan have been members of our
Conservancy since the beginning. We have
appreciated their support and will miss
seeing Bill and his sense of humor at our
potlucks and other events! We are grateful
that LEIC has been named one of the
charitable organizations to donate to in his
memory.

The sale of the Neise property along
Langram Road revealed that Dave
Gruet, Village Administrator in 2009,
made an error in determining where
the Arbor Day Trees could be planted
on Village property. A survey revealed
that the trees were not planted in the
Village right of way, but in fact, were
on property owned by the Banyan
Cove Development Company. The
property owner Brad Ohlemacher
requested that the trees be moved,
and stated that he would pay the
expenses.
In a mee ng with Kelly Faris, a member
of the Tree Commission, Mack
McCann, Mayor of the Village, and
Steve Riddle, Village Administrator, it
was determined that the trees would
be replanted in an area along side of
the Village employee housing complex
near the US Post Oﬃce.
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Photos: Above—Old Location; Below—New
Location
Photos by Kelly Faris

PO Box 461
Put‐In‐Bay, Ohio 43456
Phone: 419‐366‐2087
E‐Mail: leiconservancy@gmail.com

PLACE
STAMP
HERE

We’re on the Web!
www.lakeerieislandsconservancy.org
Save paper‐ me‐and money!
Have your newsle er emailed to you!
Email: jd4mb2011@gmail.com

Board of Directors
Chairperson
Lisa Brohl
Secretary/Treasurer
Kelly Faris
Board Members
Susan Byrnes‐Marsha Colle
Dus n Heineman‐John Ladd
Julene Market
Peggy Leopold
Bruce Miles‐Bob Russell
Kris n Stanford
Nancy Welter
Advisory Council
Carol Richardson‐Richard Gump
John Dodge
Newsle er Editors
Lisa Brohl
Michelle Pennington

Lots of events coming up this fall and winter—keep checking our website and Facebook pages for more info!

A HUGE Thanks to BostwickBraun for printing assistance!!

Fall Ducks (scaup and redhead) by Elizabeth Heineman

