Lake Erie Islands Chapter

‘ Black Swamp Conservancy

Our Mission: To encourage conservation and Protection of Natural and Agricultural Lands i
the Lake Erie Islands for the Benefit of Future Generations.

Summer 2013

Fundraiser

7z The Lake Erie Island Nature & Wildlife
/| Center needs MORE SPACE. We are

g8 averaging around 6,000 people per year
§ growing at the LEINWC. We need MORE
&8 SPACE to continue to sustain our buildin
as well as to run our great programs such
8 Nature Camp and Road Scholar at the
center. The LEINWC is going to have a
fi k i-ocfkf 0 F UN DriAagust H' Rt
1 the GOAT Z10pm We are going to have 3
§ variety of raffles, silent auction, drinks, ar

going to be matched up to $10,000! This
& great time to come and learn more about
% what we do at the LEINWC. Raffle tickets
the stain glass sailboat shown here are

/ ) 4 SR W i g : fundraiser. Look for a pledge form on pag
| Raffler  2ticketsfor$5 Sticketsfor$i0 | 16!

Costello Tract
Nature Preserve

Middle Bass Island

The Put-in-Bay Township Park District has recently acquired 3.937 acres on Middle Bass
Island. The parcel will be known as the Costello Tract Nature Preserve. This new area will
complement the 7.8 acres of the Middle Bass Island East Point Preserve.

The Costello Tract Nature Preserve is a unique forested woodland that provides natural
"= = Em Em Em mm mm mm mm =mm B [gbitat for wildlife and plants. The Audubon

I Nature Camp and Kickoff p. 4 I Society and Birdlife International have identified
_ the Lake Erie Islands as an important Bird Area.
I Wild Tuesday Schedule p.5 J The Costello Preserve will protect and maintain a
Membership Form p. 11 forest community for migratory birds who use the
I _ _ | Mississippi and Atlantic Flyway. The state
Purple Martin Banding Date p. 12 threatened Lake Erie watersnake, and two species
OSU Stone Lab Lectures p. 13 I of concern, the melanistic form of the Eastern

o Garter Snake and the Eastern Fox Snake, have
I Preserve Highlights Walks ~ p. 16 | been found on this property. It also has a nice

] Perseid Meteor Shower Watch p. 16 |°'i splay of spring wildf

mostly a good time. Every dollar we earn|i
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breeches and Virginia bluebells.

USGS Master Bird Bander, Tom Bartlett, has con-
ducted bird banding operations near this site and has identified
over 120 species of birds using Middle Bass Island as a resting |
place on their migratory journey north and south. Over thirty .
plants and tree species have been identified in the new pre-
serve.

The Costello Tract Preserve was purchased by the Put-in-Bay
Township Park District with a grant from the Clean Ohio Con-
servation Fund (Ohio Public Works Commission). The Black
Swamp Conservancy of Perrysburg maintains a conservation
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easement on the property, ensuring that the tract will be main- | Susie Roberts, Lisa Brohl, and Rob Krain att
tained in its natural state in perpetuity. Thanks to Rob Krain of Costello Closing April 3rd, 2013

the BSC for his assistance with this project!

Like Us On Facebhook!

We now have three pages to keep you up
to date on all our activities and programs
as well as links to sites we think you will
enj oy. All you have to do i s pir
and leave the rest to us.
1 Lake Erie Islands Chapter of the
¥ Black Swamp Conservaneyrobin

. page
1 Lake Erie Islands Chapter of the
Black Swamp Conservancy group page
1 Lake Erie Islands Nature and Wildlife
Center

Signs at Middle Bass Island State Park

Kelly Faris and AmeriCorps intern Carmen Levand admiring the new interpretive signs at the Mid-
dle Bass Island State Park. The LEIC -BSC collaborated with the State Park on an Ohio Environ-
mental Education Fund Grant for the signs and helped with the design. Go check them out along
the new nature trail!

New Website

Check out our new Lake Erie Islands Chapter of the Black Swamp Conservancy website at
www.lakeerieislands.com. Thanks to Bruce Miles for his sponsorship and to web designer Jamie Berger for
the wonderful job! A big thanks to Maggie Beckford for all her assistance and donations with our website
over the years and her help with the new transition. We appreciate all the photos given to us to use by mem-
bers, especially from Kelly Faris, Susan Byrnes, and Kristin Stanford. Checkout the website and send us
your ideas.
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