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On June 14, 1866, Joseph de Rivera St. Jurjo 
donated to the people of South Bass Island a 
parcel of land along the waterfront of Put-in-
Bay. Today that parcel is known as DeRivera 
Park. Three trustees were appointed in that 
trust to maintain that trust for the “sole benefit 
and enjoyment of the inhabitants of South 
Bass Island and peaceable and well-conducted 
persons visiting the said island...” and further 
“no church, meeting house, market , townhall, 
or any public or private building or building of 
any discription shall be created on any part of 
said premises.”

In 1997, with Court permission, the present 
trustees purchased approximately 18 acres 
commonly referred to as Cooper’s Woods 
and Shady Path. In a June 1997 article in the 
local newspaper, The Put-in-Bay Gazette, the 
headline was “DeRivera Park outlines hopes to 
preserve Cooper’s Woods.” 

With the support of the community, the three 
DeRivera Park Trustees – Jeff Norris, Don 
Thwaite, and George Stoiber-- secured a 
bank loan, accepted public contributions, and 
individual loans to purchase the property for 
$750,000.00. It was the feeling of most people 
at that time that Cooper’s Woods would remain 
in its natural, and undeveloped state.

The Trustees made plans to build a dormitory/
storage area/maintenance building in Cooper’s 
Woods.

It was determined that this 1997 parcel was 
under the orginal 1866 Trust requirements/
limitations—“no ... building of buildings or any 
description shall be created on any part of said 
premises.” 

In 2002, the three DeRivera Park Trustees 
filed in the Court of Common Pleas of Ottawa 
County, Ohio, Probate Division, a request to 
change/amend/ break the original Trust Deed of 
1866.

And the rumors began: Cooper’s Woods 
would be clear cut and turned into a park like 
downtown, it would become a dog park and 
buildings would be constructed on it...

“Friends of Cooper’s Woods” was formed, an 
organization dedicated to preserving Cooper’s 
woods as natural area, keeping the woods just 
as it is. Five people living on the island, brought 
suit (Case No. 979001A) in Probate Court to 
stop the changing of the trust. The first goal 
of the Friends was to raise funds to hire legal 
counsel Joseph A.Kidd and Thomas C. Gess. 

The “Friends of Cooper’s Woods” sent a survey 
to all property owners on South Bass Island 
with a request for donations to support the law 
suit against the DeRivera Park Trustees. Over 
700 surveys were returned. One of the most 
interesting things about this survey was the 
comments that people wrote:
 

“They will get their way. You can 
bet on it. They have the money and 
influence! They always win. I wish 
all of you the best of luck... It’s 
appalling what certain people get 
away with. Unbelievable. I’m glad I 
can help save the trees”
 
“We have known this area for 60 
years and the loss of it will be almost 
the end of the old Bay.”
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“Our position is simple. The 
DeRivera Trust was written to fulfill 
an individual’s philanthropic goals 
and should not be altered.”
 
“No housing, buildings, etc. Put-in-Bay 
is already over-developed….”
 
“I feel like I’m paying for Cooper’s 
Woods twice: Once to the DeRivera 
Park Trustees to buy the woods 
and now to the friends of Cooper’s 
Woods.”
 

Members of the Friends of Cooper’s Woods 
– the Tree Huggers – realized that there was a 
tremendous amount of support for keeping some 
places on the Island “natural” and “unspoiled” 
and to not “destroy the peacefulness of the  
Put-in-Bay.”

As a result, three nonprofit groups were formed 
to preserve land and eductate the public on the 
Lake Erie Islands. 

 
“Put-in-Bay needs more public green 
space.”
 
“Island property is being developed 
at an alarming rate. If you change 
Cooper’s Woods, it will be changed 
forever, no turning back! You will be 
destroying what most people come 
to Put-in-Bay for, a perfect mix of 
nature and small town on a fabulous 
island. Please don’t ruin that with 
more building!”
 
“I have been a regular visitor to the 
island for over 30 years and so I do 
not like all the changes of the last 20 
years. It is so sad – a beautiful place 
is being over run with commercial 
development. You have ruined a good 
thing - all for the greedy pockets of 
business owners. It’s too crowded 
on the weekends to enjoy anything 
and bringing children to the island is 
dangerous.”
 
“Tourism has already destroyed the 
peacefulness of the Put-in-Bay I 
used to know. I find it hard to justify 
development of any kind on the 
island.”
 
“I am not a tax payer but a visitor 
who was deeply impressed by the 
unique ecosystem on South Bass 
Island. Your efforts to preserve it are 
needed and appreciated far beyond 
Put-in-Bay.”
 
“Our kids and grand kids love using 
Cooper’s Woods just like it is. 
Everything on the island has changed 
so much. Leave one area just like it 
is!!”
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During a 2016 meeting with the township 
trustees, it was clear that the township would 
approve no additional grants to preserve land in 
the Lake Erie Islands.

In response, on July 18, 2006, a petition to form 
a park district (Consistent with Ohio Revised 
Code 511.18) was presented to the Put-in-Bay 
Township Trustees.

This petition was forwarded by the Put-in-Bay 
Township Trustees to the Ottawa County Board of 
Elections where the signatures were authenticated 
and validated by that agency.

The validated petition was forwarded on August 
14, 2006, to the Ottawa County Common Pleas 
Court.

On September 7, 2006, Judge Paul Moon, 
Ottawa County Common Pleas Court, held a 
hearing on the appointment of the Board of Park 
Commissions (Common Pleas Court Case No: 
06MI022). Legal Counsel for the Township; 
Trustee Glenn Cooper; and Kelly Faris attended 
the hearing before Judge Moon.

At that hearing, Judge Moon appointed the 
following individuals to the Board of Park 
Commissioners of Put-in-Bay Township Park 
District:

Marvin Booker, one year term.

Lisa Brohl, two year term.

Kelly Faris, three year term.

On the expiration of each term, the 
Board of Commissions of Put-in-
Bay Township Park District shall 
recommend to the Ottawa County 

Court of Common Pleas a person to fill 
that position. After the expiration of 
the original terms of office, each term 
of office shall be for a period of three 
(3) years.

The first meeting of the Commissioners of Put-
in-Bay Township Park District was held on 
September 19, 2006.

At the General Election on November 6, 2007, 
an overwhelming majority of the electorate voted 
Yes on Issue 5 creating Put-in Bay Township Park 
District and affirming the action of the Common 
Pleas Court of Ottawa County.

The Board of Commissioners of Put-in-Bay 
Township Park District files an annual written 
report to the Ottawa County Court of Common 
Pleas.

2016 Put-in-Bay Township Park District
Board of Park Commissioners
(Commissioners serve a three year term without 
compensation)

  
Kendra Koehler  Three Year Term
Box 384   Expires: May 2017
Put-in-Bay, Ohio 43456

Lisa Brohl   Three Year Term
Box 155   Expires: May 2018
Put-in-Bay, Ohio 43456

Kelly Faris   Three Year Term
Box 404   Expires: May 2019
Put-in-Bay, Ohio 43456
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The Lake Erie Islands are an outcropping of dolomite 
and limestone in the western basin of Lake Erie. The 
Lake Erie Islands are incredibly beautiful. These 
Islands are environmentally sensitive and fragile.

* In 2010, the University of Michigan published A 
Biodiversity and Conservation Atlas of the Great 
Lakes Islands in which they identified the Lake Erie 
Islands as an area that is “globally rare.”

* The National Audubon Society stated that within 
the Lake Erie Islands there is a need to conserve and 
restore natural ecosystems, focusing on birds, other 
wildlife, and their habitats for the benefit of humanity 
and the earth’s biological diversity.

* The Nature Conservancy stated, “Populations of 
some migratory birds have declined drastically over 
the past 30 years, mostly due to habitat loss of the 
birds’ breeding and wintering grounds, as well as the 
loss of stopover sites along migration routes.” The 
Lake Erie Islands are a critical stopover site along the 
migratory route.

* Birdlife International, a global partnership of 
independent organizations working together as one for 
nature and people, has identified the Lake Erie Islands 
as “critical to the survival of migratory birds, whose 
journeys can span thousands of miles.”

* The Nature Conservancy has placed South Bass 
Island on the Top 10 list of the “most threatened 
islands in the Great Lakes.”

A growing group of individuals is seeing the Island in 
a new light. They believe that areas on the Islands are 
worthy of protection and preservation. 

On a recent visit to Put-in-Bay, Rich Cochran, 
President and Chief Executive Officer of the Western 
Reserve Land Conservancy said, “If you lose critical 
areas on the island, you cannot go down the road five 
miles and find a comparable area. Island sites, if not 
protected, are lost forever.”

As residential and commercial development continue 
at a rapid pace within the Lake Erie Islands, it is 
hoped that some natural areas can be preserved.
Identifying critical and significant areas that need 

protection, island conservation groups are working 
with a number of agencies and organizations to 
protect environmentally sensitive places. Many 
property owners have requested that their property be 
preserved.

In the brief time that these organizations have been in 
existence, there have been successes.  The Lake Erie 
Watersnake was listed as a federally threatened, state 
endangered sub-species of the northern watersnake. 
With the acquisition by Put-in-Bay Township 
Park District of the Middle Bass Island East Point 
Preserve and the Scheeff East Point Nature Preserve 
(South Bass Island), enough critical habitat has been 
protected that the Lake Erie Watersnake was removed 
from the list and is considered a recovered species.

These two preserves are in the Atlantic Migratory 
Flyway and are now also providing resting areas for 
the thousands of birds making their bi-annual trek 
through the Islands.

Sponsored by the Columbus Zoo, two purple martin 
rigs at the Scheeff Preserve provide nesting areas for 
the birds to give birth to new generations. East of the 
Mississippi River, Purple Martins will nest only in 
man-made made roosts. The young birds fledge at 
the Scheeff Preserve and then make their 4,000 mile 
journey to the Amazon River basin. Nesting boxes are 
in the Scheeff Preserve where new generations of tree 
swallows are born and eventually make their trek to 
South America. 

At the Middle Bass Preserve, a Baltimore Oriole was 
banded on July 17, 2014. On September 17, 2014, 
it was in Vera Cruz, Mexico. The Oriole made the 
1,770 mile trek in only two months! The threatened 
Monarch butterfly also uses the preserves as a resting 
place. At least five monarchs tagged on South Bass 
Island were identified in Mexico.

Put-in-Bay Township Park District, the Lake Erie 
Islands Conservancy, and the Lake Erie Islands 
Nature and Wildlife Center are dedicated to education, 
preservation, and protection of these unique and 
environmentally sensitive areas in the Lake Erie 
Islands. We are making a positive difference on this 
island of life!
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Location: South Bass Island, East Point, S.R. 357
Parcel: 024057531074400 Acres: 11.13
Access: Parking Area 
Trails: Rugged, hazardous areas, cliffs

In 2014, the Massie Family contacted Put-in-Bay 
Township Park District about the possibility of 
selling property to the Park District.  Their goal was 
for this family property to be used as a park and 
preserved forever in a natural state.

On May 8, 2015, Put-in-Bay Township Park 
District closed on the Massie Property -- the Massie 
Cliffside Preserve— 7.13 acres of property on the 
East Point of South Bass Island. 

A Phase I Environmental Site Assessment was 
conducted on this site by HzW Environmental 
Consultants, LLC., Akron, Ohio. No hazards were 
found.

 The land will be maintained by the Put-in-Bay 
Township Park District as a passive recreational 
area with walking trails and fishing access. A dock 

will be used for fishing and for kayak/canoe access. 
The property contains over 265 feet of Lake Erie 
shoreline and contains critical habitat for the Lake 
Erie Watersnake, the Eastern Fox snake and the 
Harebell plant found along the dolomite cliffs. 

With the purchase of property from Len and Connie 
Knam, four acres of adjacent woodland was added 
to the Massie Cliffside Preserve.

 

The Massie Family at the Dedication 
of the Massie Cliffside Preserve
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The Brookners would have been pleased that Put-
in-Bay Township Park District has preserved and 
protected this property.

The Homestead of Peter and Amelia Brookner was 
located on this site in the 1880’s. They built their 
two-story home, erected barns, cleared the land, and 
planted eight acres of vineyard.

Their only child, Katherine, married Nathan Ladd in 
1922 and raised six children. John Ladd and his sisters 
and brothers have fond memories of visiting Grandma 
and Grandpa Brookner’s farm where they roamed the 
woods, hid in the barns, helped in the vineyard, “put-
up” hay, and rode on the horse-drawn wagon,  Sunday 
chicken dinners and tasty baked goodies were served 
with a host of old time stories.

During the 1940’s, the vineyard was sold to the Meyer 
Winery and subsequently to Webster Winery.  The 
house remained in the Brookner Family. 

Grandson John Ladd and his five children were the 
last of the Brookner clan to live in the house. “We 
will always have fond memories of this area. Now the 
fifth generation of Brookner descendants living on the 
Island will also enjoy it.”
 
The Bill Massie family purchased the land from the 
Webster Wine Company in 1957. 

“We are all so thankful that the Put-in-Bay Township 
Park District and the Massie family have agreed to 
preserve such a wonderful property.”

--The John Ladd Family

“We are pleased that the Put in Bay Township Park 
District will preserve and protect this land in a natural 
state. It is what Bill wanted, and our family is forever 
grateful.”

The Massie family bought this property April 
22, 1957. Bill, his wife Lois, and their children 
Curt, Linda and Cheryl moved to Put-in-Bay from 
Cleveland in April 1962. For more than 50 years, the 
Massies operated this family oriented vacation haven 
on the shores of Lake Erie near prime fishing spots. 

Bill’s bait and tackle shop and his expert fishing 
advice were appreciated by many. 

Bill and Lois’s grandsons experienced many rare, 
nature-filled, and enlightening times here in their 
youth. 

The music made by Bill and the memories of family, 
friends, and all who stayed at East Point Cottages 
lives on in the sound of the waves splashing against 
the cliffs and the wind whispering in the leaves and 
trees...”

--The Massie Family
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One of the many dilapidated structures that
needed to be removed from the site

When the Park District received the property, there 
were more than 26 abandoned trailers and small 
cottages, along with a host of debris over the area. 
Over 50 large dumpsters were used to haul debris 
from the site. 

Many people participated in the cleanup of the 
Massie Cliffside Preserve. The support was 
overwhelming.

Donations:
Eastern Point LLC; John and Paula Ladd; Hal and 
Barb Leitch; Marvin Booker; Louis Ruf; Mary Ann 
McCann; Fox Stone Products; Anthony Bailey, 
Lake Disposal; R Gump Builders; Miller Boat 
Line; Put-in-Bay Investments; Eleanor Fether; 
Phoebe Borman; Kalen Cap; Lisa and Russ Brohl; 
Susan and Mike Byrnes; Mary Jo Cartledge-Hayes; 
Julene Market; Corky McIlrath and Jerry Flint, 
Bolte Realty; Carol Ferguson in memory of Andy 
Ferguson; Terry Gorney; Krissy Hart; Amy Huston; 
Tina Kutschbach; Peggy Leopold; Bruce Miles; 
Sue Prahst in honor of Eric McFarland; Laureen 
Mooney; Marija Zajkovska; Mike Ofat; Joe Rutter; 
Mike Snoddy; Leah Bilski

The following individuals donated funding 
directly to the Park District:
Hal and Barb Leitch, Marv Booker, and Louise Ruf.

The following companies donated services:
Put-in-Bay Investments, R. Gump Builders, Miller 
Boat Line, Fox Stone Products and Lake Disposal.

The following individuals volunteered time and 
energy walking through the woods to remove all 
sorts of debris:

Spring Clean Up
Roger Parker, Kelly, Marty, and Jay Faris, Julene 
Market, Bill, Bonnie, and Chuck, Cantillon, Martin 
Ketchum, Aaron Schroeder, Lauren Mooney and 
Rob Rush, Chris and Paul Ladd, Amy Huston, Sue 
and Steve Prahst, and Lisa Brohl.

Early Fall Clean Up
Kate and Joe Ptak, Mary Lou Ramsbottom, Diane 
Szabo and Lisa Brohl.

Late Fall Clean Up
Ken Farber, Dave Washtock, Gene and Pam Zajac, 
Sharon Gray, Doug Wilhelm, Mary Parker, Marsha 
Parker, Paul Ladd, Laureen and Colleen Mooney, 
Peggy and John Leopold, Nora Glass, Natalie Ontko 
Price, Diane Brennan, Lisa Brohl, Susan Byrnes; 
members of the Put-in-Bay Environmental Club-
Missy Kowalski, Ian Pippert-Ladd, Gwena Market, 
Sophia Schroeder, Matthew Luecke, Blake Booker, 
Joseph Byrnes, Zach Bittner, Kaylyn Goebel, and 
Andrea Blumensaadt; Put-in-Bay Girl Scouts-Liz 
Knauer, Heidi Ladd, Nora Ladd, Alex Knauer, 
Cecilia Glauser, Hannah Lentz; and Andy and Todd 
Blumensaadt, Kowalski’s Garage-removing rims 
from tires, Rob Hard -- for removing scrap iron.

 
“....if I had to choose, I would rather 
have birds than airplanes.”  
 

-- Charles Lindbergh



10

 Natalie Ontko Price plants a 
Chinquapin oak at the Preserve

The restoration project was done with a great deal 
of public support:

Ed Kapraly of the Riverside Native Trees and 
Nursery has worked with the Park District and 
discounted prices. Mr. Kapraly set up the online 
account for individuals to donate funds to purchase 
trees for the Massie Cliffside Preserve. 

The following individuals made donations to 
purchase trees for the Massie Cliffside Preserve 
either through Ed’s website or through a donation 
to Lake Erie Islands Conservancy on behalf of the 
Park District: Jim Brohl, Bob Krause, Kalen Cap, 
Marge Pristas, Lynda Heaton, and Bob Reutter. 

Flowers were donated by Brad and Zoe Titchener, 
Mike Renz, Mary Furner, and Martha Dogan.
Benches were donated by  the Ladd-Brookner 
Family, the Farber Family, the Martens Family, and 
the Lake Erie Islands Conservancy which dedicated 
a bench to recognize Lisa Brohl for her outstanding 
efforts in preservation of natural areas in the Lake 
Erie Islands.  Three benches have been placed near 
the cliffs overlooking Lake Erie and one bench was 
placed at the trail head on Route 357.

Demolition of the structures at the preserve

 

Alex Knauer fills another bucket with trash from 
the wooded areas of the Cliffside Preserve

Shortly after the cleanup of the property, a 
vigorous replanting of the area began. Hoptree and 
chinquapin oak were planted in the rocky areas 
with bur oak, swamp white oak, red oak, American 
basswood, and bladdernut planted in moderate to 
wet areas. The trees were purchased at Riverside 
Native Trees and Nursery, LLC of Delaware, Ohio, 
to ensure native Ohio stock is used for restoration. 
A small vineyard may be planted at the site in the 
future.
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Most areas are cleared of cottages and debris. Trees have been planted, and an area along the 
shore above the cliffs has been seeded. 

Much of the success of this project can be credited to Richard Gump who dedicated heart and 
soul to the cleanup of the Massie Cliffside Preserve.

MASSIE CLIFFSIDE PRESERVE

Owned and managed by the Put-in-Bay Township Park District

Preserved with assistance 
provided by

Lake Erie Islands Conservancy 
Clean Ohio Conservation Fund 

NatureWorks 
Ohio Coastal Management Grant 

Coastal Estuarine and Land Protection Grant 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration

While every effort has been made to make your visit safe and enjoyable, 
you must remain alert and cautious in all areas of the Preserve. 

Please be especially careful on uneven surfaces and near the cliffs. 
Open dawn to dusk. No fires. No littering. No picking of wildflowers.

John Ladd posing with the Massie Cliffside Preserve sign
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Location: South Bass Island – S.R. 357, East Terminus
Parcel: 0240802110662000 - 11150  Acres: 9.1

Access: Foot, canoe, and kayak
Trails: Rugged, natural hazards

The Scheeff East Point Nature Preserve was the first property to be acquired by 
the Park District. The Western Reserve Land Conservancy purchased the land 
and sold it to the Park District. With 1,700 feet of Lake Erie shoreline, the Park is 
one of the last remaining natural settings for people to enjoy South Bass Island. 
Offering spectacular views of Lake Erie and the surrounding Islands, East Point’s 
rocky shores, shallow water, and upland cover also provide habitat for the Lake 
Erie Watersnake, thousands of migratory songbirds and waterfowl, and a host 
of shoreline plants. Fishing, duck hunting, and bird watching take place on the 
property. One acre is mowed each year in late fall to maintain a diverse habitat for 
nesting and migrating birds. s

75% of the purchase price was funded by a grant from the United States Fish and 
Wildlife Service, Section 6 (Grant No. E-17-HL-1) . Additional funding came 
from the Clean Ohio Conservation Fund (Grant No. CEDAF) , the Lake Erie 
Islands Conservancy, a number of private donations, and a generous financial gift 
from Mrs. Rose Scheeff of Put-in-Bay and Cleveland, Ohio. 
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Location: South Bass Island – Put-in-Bay Road
Parcel: 0240659128669004 and 020659128669003; 
Part of Parcel 0240659128669000; 
0240658828667005; 0240817710847001; 
024065912866900; 0240659128669002; 
0240817310843000     
  
Acres: 9.1 
Access: Foot
Trails: Rugged, natural hazards

The Jane Coates Wildflower Trail and the Ladd Carr 
Woods were four separate acquisitions. 

The first parcel, the Ladd Carr Wildlife Woods was 
acquired in 2006, with a Clean Ohio Conservation 
Fund Grant and matching funds from Georgia Ladd 
McVean, Mary Ladd Carr, and Richard Gump.

Bob Carr was the captain of various lake freighters 
during his career on the Great Lakes, and for years, 
Nate Ladd was a commercial fisherman in the 
western basin of Lake Erie.

The property is protected in perpetuity in a natural 
state through deed restrictions required by the Clean 
Ohio grant. 

The second parcel, adjacent to Ladd Carr Wildlife 
Woods, was acquired from the La Plante and 
Woischke families with a Clean Ohio Conservation 
Fund grant with matching funds from donor Vince 
Cox in memory of Jane Coates, an island artist. 

A walking trail was constructed in May 2008 by 
Richard Gump, Corps Recover,  and volunteers 
with funding raised by Julene Market. Jim Speck 
and John Jaeger of the Toledo MetroParks assisted 
with trail design. The footpath entrance and small 
parking area are located on Put-in-Bay Road near 
the Maple Leaf Cemetery. The Trail was dedicated 
July 9, 2008.

The third parcel was purchased with funds from 
Clean Ohio Conservation Grant, NatureWorks 
Ohio, the Lake Erie Islands Conservancy, and 
donations from individuals and foundations. The 
Wildflower Trail was dedicated on Earth Day 2010. 
A commemorative bench is located at the head of 
the trail. 

The fourth section was acquired in December 2014 
with a Clean Ohio Conservation Fund Lake Erie 
Island Critical Habitat Protection Grant. Additional 
funding was through Ohio’s Water Resource 
Restoration Sponsor Program (WRRSP) and the 
Lake Erie Islands Conservancy. 
 

Jane Coates Wildflower Trail and the Ladd Carr 
Woods is a mature forested area, providing habitat 
for local species of birds and for migratory species.  

Wild hyacinths and Dutchman’s Breeches are 
abundant in the spring.
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Location: Middle Bass Island, North Shore Road
Parcel: 023-02887-03657-000 – North Shore Road  Acres: 7.82

Access: Canoe and kayak
Trails: Rugged, natural hazards

The Middle Bass Island East Point Preserve consists of exceptional Lake Erie 
Islands shoreline and interior island habitat on Middle Bass Island. The property 
hosts a diversity of habitats including natural beach lands, hardwood forest, 
and grasslands, which attract large numbers of migrating bird and songbird 
populations. The preserve provides critical habitat for the Lake Erie Watersnake. 
Because of habitat protection at this preserve and other Park District preserves, 
the Lake Erie Watersnake has been removed from the list of federally endangered 
and threatened species.  Located near the tip of the island’s northeastern 
peninsula, the preserve overlooks Schoolhouse Bay, a popular destination for 
boaters and swimmers, and it contains a shallow-water pier for canoes and 
kayaks. The Park District worked in conjunction with the Trust for Public Land to 
acquire this property. It is one of the first kayak parks in Ohio.

USGS Master Bander, Tom Bartlett, has identified over 120 species of birds at 
this site. More than thirty unique plant and tree species have been identified. 
Approximately one acre is currently mowed each fall to maintain a diverse 
habitat.
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Location: Middle Bass Island, North Shore Road
Parcels: 023-06624-16348-000; 023-06624-16350-000; 023-06624-16339-000; 
023-06624-16340-000 Acres: 3.937

Access: Area not open until trails are established.

The 3.937 acre parcel is a unique forest area. The property provides a natural 
habitat for wildlife and plants. The Audubon Society and Birdlife International 
have identified the Lake Erie Islands as an important Bird Area. The Costello 
Preserve protects and maintains a forest community for migratory birds who 
use the Mississippi and Atlantic Flyways. A number of state and federally listed 
species have been identified on the property including the melanistic Eastern 
Garter Snake, the Lake Erie Watersnake, and the Eastern Fox Snake.

The Costello Tract Preserve was purchased by the Put-in-Bay Township 
Park District in April of 2013 with Clean Ohio Funding (Ohio Public Works 
Commission Project No. CEGAB). The Black Swamp Conservancy of 
Perrysburg, Ohio, maintains a conservation easement on the property, ensuring 
that the tract will be maintained in its natural state in perpetuity.
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Location: Middle Bass Island, Fox Road
Parcel: 023028680363000 Acres: 7.331
Access: Area not open until trails are established

The 7.331 acres of the Schneider Tract on Middle Bass Island is part of an area 
defined in the publication, Islands of Life: A Biodiversity and Conservation 
Atlas of the Great Lakes Islands (2010), as an area that supports “globally 
rare shoreline, alvar, savanna and forest communities, which support globally 
significant biodiversity and important ecological functions” providing “roosting 
and foraging habitat for a globally significant assemblage of wintering 
waterfowl.” According to this publication, “the key ecological systems of the 
western Lake Erie Islands are wetlands (marshes and swamps) and limestone 
plain forest complexes.”

These areas are rapidly disappearing within the Lake Erie Islands. This project 
protects these significant and sensitive wetlands.

The Schneider Tract is a limestone plain wetland forest whose hydrology is 
directly linked to Lake Erie water levels. The land provides migratory song bird 
habitat as well as breeding grounds for numerous varieties of amphibians.

The Schneider Tract was purchased in conjunction with the Metropolitan Sewer 
District of Greater Cincinnati and the Ohio EPA through the Ohio Water Pollution 
control Loan Fund (WRRSP) program.



17

Location: Middle Bass Island
Parcels: 0231322008340000; 3230322004392000; 0230322004410000 
Acres: 6

Access: Area not open until trails are established

The Burgundy Bay property -- Middle Bass Island Forest Preserve – is a 6 acre 
tract of limestone plain wetland forest habitat characterized by its geology – a 
relatively thin layer of soil overlaying carbonate bedrock whose hydrology is 
directly influenced by Lake Erie water levels. It was the largest remaining block 
of unprotected forested land on Middle Bass.  The limestone plain forest provides 
rare habitat that has been largely lost throughout the Islands. The Eastern Fox 
Snake and the Lake Erie Watersnake are found on the site. The property is located 
in the North American migratory flyway and Atlantic flyway through which 
thousands of birds fly south to their wintering habitat and north to breeding 
grounds.
 
Funding for this project was made possible by the Metropolitan Sewer District 
of Greater Cincinnati through the Ohio Environmental Protection Agency’s 
Water Resource Restoration Sponsor Program (WRRSP). Under the Ohio 
WRRSP program, a borrower – usually a municipal sewer project -- agrees to be 
responsible for implementing a project that will restore or protect the aquatic life 
uses of a water body. The Resource Restoration Sponsor Program was created to 
counter the loss of ecological function and biological diversity that jeopardizes 
the health of Ohio’s water resources. This program funds both preservation and 
restoration of aquatic habitat. The WRRSP fully funds the sponsored project, 
and the borrower pays less interest on the loan. Projects must result in permanent 
and full restoration and/or protection and are safeguarded by an Environmental 
Covenant. The Burgundy Bay Tract is part of the Lake Erie Islands Critical 
Habitat Grant awarded to the Put-in-Bay Township Park District by the OEPA.
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In 2015, Put-in-Bay Township Park District was awarded an Ohio EPA Mini 
Grant for $4,918.00 for the Lake Erie Water Trails project.  The Ohio EPA grant 
funding will support the publication of a guide, researched by The National Park 
Service and involving multiple partners. 

The Lake Erie Islands Water Trails Guide will list paddling routes and public 
access sites. The guide will encourage recreational users of the Lake Erie Islands 
to use the area safely, reduce conflicts with private property owners nearby, 
protect vulnerable natural resources and encourage stewardship

Interpretive signs will be placed at each access point, providing information 
on the cultural and natural history, critical habitat resources, invasive species, 
harmful algal blooms and human impact on water quality. 

Partnering organizations are the Ohio Environmental Education Fund, Ohio 
Environmental Protection Agency, National Park Service, Lake Erie Islands 
Conservancy, Put-in-Bay Township Park District, Ohio Department of Natural 
Resources (Division of Wildlife, Division of Parks, Division of Natural Areas 
and Preserves, Coastal Zone Management, and Watercraft), National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration, Ohio Sea Grant, Ohio History Connection, Nature 
Conservancy, Village of Put-in-Bay, Put-in-Bay Township, Village of Kelleys 
Island, Village of Marblehead, Catawba Island Township, Cleveland Museum 
of Natural History, Western Reserve Land Conservancy, U. S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service, and Put-in-Bay Township Port Authority.

The Guide will be available in 2017.
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Eco Tour of South Bass Island
An Island Preserve Ramble and Eco-Tour was 
held on August 11, 2016.  A beautiful booklet was 
prepared by Kelly Faris and Kendra Koehler with 
the help of Brian Coultice and Bostwick Braun 
Printers. Participants met at the Put-in-Bay Town 
Hall and were given the booklet with a schedule 
of times for selected tours-including a visit to the 
OSU Stone Lab, the National Park Service, the 
Village Water Plant as well as visits with members 
of our Conservancy and Park District at the Massie 
Cliffside Preserve, Scheeff East Point Preserve, and 
Heineman vineyards. A light lunch was served at 
the Town Hall where vendors and organizations had 
tables, displays, and raffles. This was the first time 
for the event.
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Lake Erie Islands Water Trails

0 41 2 3 Miles
Map prepared by:

Ohio Department of Natural Resources (ODNR)
Office of Coastal Management (OCM)
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GIS Data:
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Ohio's Lake Erie Public Access Guidebook, Coast Edition (2014) 

Middle Bass Island Trail

2
Middle Bass Island State Park Marina
Middle Bass Island State Park (west)
Petersen Woods/Kuehnle Wildlife Area
Middle Bass Island East Point Preserve4

3

1

Kelleys Island Trail

2
Kelleys Island State Park
North Pond State Nature Preserve
Scheele Preserve
Woodford Road Access4

3

1

Inscription Rock State Memorial5

Mainland Trail

2
Catawba Island State Park
West Harbor Public Boat Launching Ramp
Great Egret Marsh Preserve
Ottawa National Wildlife Refuge - West Harbor Landing4

3

1

5 East Harbor State Park Marina ($)
East Harbor State Park (Lake Erie)
East Harbor State Park (East Harbor)7

6

Mazurik Access Area
Lucien M. Clemons Park9

8

10 Marblehead Lifesaving Station

Lake Erie Public Access

NO ACCESS
Ferry Port

South Bass Island Trail

2
South Bass Island State Park
West Shore Ice Ramp
Oak Point State Park
Village of Put-in-Bay Public Boat Launch
Massie Cliffside Preserve5

4
3

1

Scheeff East Point Nature Preserve (north)
Scheeff East Point Nature Preserve (east)
Village of Put-in-Bay Beach8

7
6

Put-in-Bay Port Authority Access9

North Bass Island Trail
North Bass Island State Park (south)1

Fox's Marsh Wildlife Area2

North Bass Island State Park (north)3

North Bass Island State Park (east)4
Honey Point Wildlife Area5
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In January 2016, the following Tax Exempt properties, owned by the Black Swamp 
Conservancy, Perrysburg, Ohio, were transferred to Put-in-Bay Township Park District:

Name   Location   Parcel Number  Acres

Gump Parcel  South Bass island  0240567603569000  .5

Gump Woods-South Bass Island—Victory Woods-donation

This wooded property was donated by Richard Gump in 2008. Although the property 
is less than 1 acre, it is hoped that more donations or purchases can be made in the 
Victory Woods area. The beautiful wildflower display and proximity to Lake Erie shores 
provide habitat for migratory songbirds. A rare beetle was found nearby by Dr. Kipling 
“Kip” Will who at that time was an Ohio State University Stone Laboratory researcher. 
Dr. Will is now at the University of California Berkeley, a public research university 
located in Berkeley, California. He is a professor in Environmental Science, Policy, and 
Management, Division of Insect Biology.

**********

Petersen Woods Middle Bass Island  0230294603727000  1.5

Petersen Woods-Middle Bass Island-1.5 acres-purchase

Acquired in 2004 with a Clean Ohio Conservation Fund Grant with matching funds from 
LEIC-BSC, the Ohio Chapter of the Nature Conservancy, and the Division of Wildlife. 
The wet woods border Lake Erie on the north and the Kuehnle State Wildlife Area to the 
east. It was dedicated in the fall of 2004 with the Petersen family present. 

**********

Prokesh Parcel  Middle Bass Island  0230593028597000  .5

Prokesh Property-Middle Bass Island-Burgundy Bay-donation

This wet woods of less than 1 acre was donated in 2006. It is adjacent to property owned 
by the Middle Bass Island State Park. It is hoped that more wet woods can be preserved by 
donation or purchase in this area. Deed Restrictions have been placed on the property with 
the Burgundy Bay Association so that no building can occur on site.
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Name    Location   Parcel Number  Acres

Lawrence Evans Parcel Middle Bass Island  0230822718184001  .75

Lawrence Evans Property-Middle Bass Island-.75 acres-purchase

This property was acquired in 2006 with Ohio Division of Wildlife Diversity and LEIC-BSC 
funds. The emergent wetland is located between Kuehnle State Wildlife Area and Petersen 
Woods. Austin Lawrence has proposed an observation platform for an Eagle Scout project for the 
boundary of the property with Petersen Woods.

**********

LaPlante Parcel South Bass Island  0240658828667005  
LaPlante Parcel South Bass Island  0240817710847001  
Woischke Parcel South Bass Island  0240659128669001  
Woischke Parcel South Bass Island  0240659128669002  

Jane Coates Wildflower Trail-South Bass Island-3 acres-purchase

**********

Brucken Parcel  South Bass Island  0240817310843000  2.1

Ladd Carr Wildlife Woods-South Bass Island-2.1 acres-purchase

Petersen Woods
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An Island Preserve Ramble and Eco-Tour was held on August 11, 2016.  A beautiful 
booklet was prepared by Kelly Faris and Kendra Koehler with the help of Brian 
Cultice and Bostwick Braun Printers. Participants met at the Put-in-Bay Town Hall 
and were given the booklet with a schedule of times for selected tours-including a 
visit to the OSU Stone Lab, the National Park Service, the Village Water Plant as 
well as visits with members of our Conservancy and Park District at the Massie 
Cliffside Preserve, Scheeff East Point Preserve, and Heineman Vineyards. A light 
lunch was served at the Town Hall where vendors and organizations had tables, 
displays, and raffles. This was the first time for the event.

Dustin Heineman of the Heineman Winery
provided information on grape growing during 

the South Bass Island Eco Tour.
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United States Geological Survey Master Bander, 
H.Thomas Bartlett, conducted bird banding operations 
for one week each fall from 2009-2016, at the Middle 
Bass Island Preserve and in the spring from 2003-
2016 at the Scheeff East Point Preserve.  Mr.  Bartlett 
conducts his research under the Federal Bird Banding 
Permit Number 21624.  He is a research Associate at the 
Cleveland Museum of Natural History and all the data 
is shared there as well. This is the 14th year of research 
on the Bass islands. To date he has banded 7247 birds 
of 111 different species in 227 days of effort. It is hoped 
that the number of days for bird banding at this site 
can be increased. The banding crew not only worked 
setting up mist nets and tagging birds but also did trail 
and habitat maintenance at the Preserves. The Bird 
Banding Crew includes Nancy Welter, Paula Bartlett, 
Teddi Pertner, Karen Dolej, John Lortz, Dr. Andy Jones, 
Alice Lentz, Peg and John Leopold, Lisa Brohl, Russ 
Brohl, Cheri Everson, Tom Bartlett,Shane Roberts, Jim 
Coffman, Ron and Chris Helman and family,  and Tina 
Larson with Susan Harrington bringing her students 
from PIB School at Scheeff East Point Preserve. Barb 

and Mark Barnhill have hosted the banding station 
adjacent to Scheeff since the beginning in 2003-we 
are grateful for their support. The Lake Erie Islands 
Conservancy, the Lake Erie Islands Nature and Wildlife 
Center, U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service, and the Ottawa 
County Community Foundation have all contributed 
to furnishing nets and equipment and supporting the 
banding efforts. 

During the summer months, Dr. James Marshall, 
Rockford College in Illinois and The Ohio State 
University Franz Theodore Stone Laboratory, studied 
the breeding of birds at the Scheeff Preserve and 
at the Middle Bass East Point Preserve. The bird 
banding will help in the study of migration, longevity, 
mortality, population and feeding behavior. A Baltimore 
Oriole which Dr. Marshall banded on July 17, 2014, 
at the Middle Bass Island Preserve was captured by 
a researcher in Minatitlan, Vera Cruz, México, on 
September 17, 2014. The bird had traveled over 1,770 
miles from the Lake Erie Islands to Mexico! 

Put-in-Bay Township Park District has been privileged to provide the natural 
laboratories for a number of scientific studies. Two major scientific studies 
involve the Lake Erie Watersnake and the monitoring of migratory bird activities.

Volunteer Bird Banders – Middle Bass Island East Point Preserve

Lake Erie Bass Islands Avian Research Project; Bird Banding Crew- Nancy Welter, Paula Bartlett, 
Teddi Pertner, John Leopold, Lisa Brohl, Russ Brohl, Cheri Everson, Tom Bartlett, and Tina Larson.
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The Lake Erie Watersnake (Nerodia sipedon insularum) 
– Middle Bass Island East Point Preserve Dr. Kristin 
Stanford, Ohio State University and the University of 
Illinois, a world expert on the Lake Erie Watersnake, 
uses the Middle Bass Island East Point Preserve and the 
Scheeff East Point Preserve to conduct intensive studies 
on the Lake Erie Watersnake. With the acquisition of 
the Scheeff Preserve and the Middle Bass Preserve, 
enough habitat has been permanently protected allowing 
the Lake Erie Watersnake to be removed from the 
federal government’s list of threatened species under 
the Endangered Species Act. Research on the Lake 
Erie Watersnake continues. Graduate students from the 
Ohio State University are using the Scheeff Preserve for 
research. The students are studying heron densities with 
observed snake densities. They are also studying the 
behavior of shoreline wading birds. The students are also 
conducting surveys of the Lake Erie Watersnake and the 
state species of concern Eastern Fox Snake. Preliminary 
results and data from this study will likely lead to a 
larger project examining food web dynamics in the Lake 
Erie ecosystem. 

Darlene Sillick, a trustee of the Columbus Audubon 
Society, and Paula Ziebarth, a member of the Lake 
Erie Islands Conservancy, in conjunction with the 

Columbus Zoo are conducting research on Purple Martin 
populations. With a grant from the Columbus Zoo, a 24 
gourd Purple Martin rig has been installed at the Scheeff 
East Point Preserve. Purple Martins leave in the fall for 
South America where they winter along the Amazon 
River basin. In the spring, the same Purple Martins who 
were born at the Scheeff Preserve will make the 4,000 
mile migration back to Put-in-Bay. Ms. Ziebarth and 
Ms. Sillick also study Tree Swallows at the Scheeff 
Preserve. With an additional grant from the Columbus 
Zoo, this year a second 24 gourd rig was installed at the 
Scheeff Preserve. The total number of units now is 48. 
The Purple Martin is North America’s largest swallow. 
The diet of the bird consists solely of flying insects. The 
biggest challenges to a successful nesting of the Purple 
Martin is preventing occupation of the gourd by the 
invasive House Sparrow and clean nest hygiene. The 
gourds/nests are monitored every 5 to 7 days. In 2016, 
the colony laid 252 eggs, 229 hatched and 221 fledged 
to make their first trip to Brazil. The Purple Martins 
stay four months at the Scheeff Preserve. The young 
birds were banded in July. Tree Swallows are cousins to 
the Purple Martins and leave before the Purple Martins 
for their trek south. The Tree Swallows winter in the 
southern states and Central America. There are 16 Tree 
Swallow nest boxes at the Scheeff Preserve. In 2016, 
Tree Swallows used most of the nest boxes and laid 112 
eggs – 83 hatched and 76 fledged. LEIC AmeriCorps 
intern Jenna Prahst assisted in the Purple Martin and 
Tree Swallow research and also monitored the trails at 
the Put-in-Bay Township Preserves.
 

The Park District preserves are included in the  annual 
Audubon Christmas Bird Count, Lake Erie Count Circle, 
every year. The Scheeff East Point Preserve often hosts 
large numbers of tundra swans during he count. 

Dr. James Marshall at the Scheeff East Point Preserve

The Lake Erie Watersnake (nerodia sipedon insularum)
– Middle Bass Island East Point Nature Preserve

 

A 24 Gourd Purple Martin Rig 
– Scheeff East Point Nature Preserve
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The Board of Commissions of Put-in-Bay Township Park District 
recognizes that forested areas and natural fields in Put-in-Bay Township are 
disappearing to development at an alarming rate. It is the hope of this Board 
that commercial and residential development will be complemented with 
areas of green space, natural areas that preserve the natural heritage of the 
Islands.

Natural areas have an inherent value and an aesthetic value. They are sites 
that will help to safeguard the unique flora and fauna of the Lake Erie 
Islands. Put-in-Bay Township Park District will preserve natural, scenic, 
and agricultural locations to enhance the quality of life for the residents 
and visitors of Put-in-Bay Township. The Board of Commissioners will 
continue to review and to evaluate unique and exceptional areas in terms of 
preservation as park land.

Put-in-Bay Township Park District is also aware that vineyards within Put-
in-Bay Township are disappearing. For years, vineyards were the economic 
mainstay of the Islands and are intricately interwoven into the historic 
fabric of Put-in-Bay Township. The pressures of increased development 
and the subsequent rise in land value have created a situation where the 
operation of vineyards is rapidly becoming economically unfeasible. Put-
in-Bay Township Park District has an interest in creating a park that would 
preserve and maintain an operating vineyard. This may be the only way in 
which vineyards may continue to exist in the Islands.

The Put-in-Bay Township Park District will continue to work with the 
Black Swamp Conservancy, the Western Reserve Land Conservancy, the 
Trust for Public Land, the Ohio Department of Natural Resources Coastal 
Management Assistance Program, the Federal Great Lakes Restoration 
Initiative Program, the Ohio Nature Works Program, the Ottawa, Seneca, 
Sandusky Solid Waste District Programs, the Ohio Environmental 
Protection Agency, the Ohio Public Works Commission, and especially the 
Lake Erie Islands Conservancy in efforts to preserve and protect areas of 
significant ecological importance.
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Along with the hundreds of visitors who have enjoyed the Park District Nature Preserves, the 
following agencies and groups have used the Preserves in the past: the Lake Erie Islands Nature 
and Wildlife Center’s (LEINWC) Environmental Adventure and Nature Camps and Road Scholar 
programs, the Northeast Ohio GeoCachers, Put-in-Bay Girl Scouts, the Put-in-Bay School 
Environment Club, the Ohio State University Stone Laboratory, Rockford College of Northern 
Illinois, the Lake Erie Islands Conservancy, the Audubon Christmas Bird Count, Ohio Wing Watch, 
the Cleveland Museum of Natural History, and the Put-in-Bay Legislative Day. Representatives of 
the Clean Ohio Conservation program visited our preserves this fall as part of a review of funded 
sites. Sponsored annually by the Ohio State University, Gibraltar Island and the College of Arts and 
Science participants in the Buckeye Hop worked on the Massie Cliffside Preserve this year-planting 
trees and mulching the trails. Jenna Prahst, an AmeriCorp Intern, offered a photography workshop 
at the Middle Bass Island East Point Preserve as well as several volunteer work days at the Scheeff 
East Point Preserve and Massie Cliffside Preserve in 2016. Volunteers from the National Park 
Service’s historic rowing team at Perry’s Victory and IPM, students from local churches with Mother 
Mary Staley, and Troops # 307 of Vandalia and Troop #428 of Powell all assisted with cleaning 
up and mulching trails at the Massie Cliffside Preserve this season. Foreign island employees with 
InterExchange held a marine clean up day at the Scheeff East Point Preserve. The Gorham Nature 
Center staff and the Marjorie Book Continuing Education Society assisted with invasive garlic 
mustard management and trail maintenance at the Jane Coates Wildflower Trail.

Put-in-Bay Township Park District works closely with the Lake Erie Islands Conservancy which 
serves as an advisory council to the Park District. The Park District assists in the educational 
efforts of the Lake Erie Islands Nature and Wildlife Center (LEINWC), and the District maintains 
cooperating agreements with the National Park Service and the Ohio State University to work on 
island preservation and environmental education.   

The Park District has been extremely fortunate to receive grants and donations to fund various 
projects. In addition to those donations to the Park District noted in the section on the Massie 
Cliffside Preserve the following were received this year: a recycled plastic bench for Scheeff and 
the MBI Forest Preserve from Julene Market, new bird houses from Casey T. Carty, as well as 
a new copier and laptop from an anonymous individual. Mr. Kalen Cap has raised funding for 
a number of Park District projects through various internet sites and is currently raising funds 
through a Generosity campaign to purchase another bench at the entrance to the Massie Cliffside 
Preserve. Donations are vital to the continued success of the Park District. With the LEIC as lead, 
we participated in a Giving Tuesday campaign to purchase needed items for our preserves on South 
Bass and Middle Bass. As a local government agency, all donations to the Park District are tax 
deductible.
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In its ten years of operation, Put-in-Bay Township Park District has been 
incredibly successful in obtaining grants. The District has also been 
successful in soliciting donations and in enlisting a host of volunteers for 
various projects.

The Park District now needs to concentrate on regular maintenance, repairs, 
and general operations. Grants are not available for maintenance and repair. 

Depending on donations is a tenuous and unreliable way to operate. Grant 
opportunities are disappearing and will continue to be limited.

Put-in-Bay Park District needs reliable and steady income to sustain and 
build on its successes.

To this end, Put-in-Bay Township Park District, as a government entity, 
petitioned the Budget Commission of Ottawa County for funding. The 
Budget Commission has approved .7 (7/10) mill for Put-in-Bay Township 
Park District to be used for construction, permanent improvements, 
acquisition of property, maintenance of property, indebtedness, and any 
other lawful purpose.

The Lake Erie Islands Conservancy serves as the advisory council to 
the Put-in-Bay Township Park District. The LEIC is composed of an 
eleven member board of directors.

The LEIC has played and will continue to play a significant role in 
the maintenance, preservation, and planning involving properties 
owned by Put-in-Bay Township Park District.

“The one process now going on that will take millions of years to correct 
is the loss of genetic and species diversity by the destruction of natural 
habitats.  This is the folly our descendants are least likely to forgive us.”   

-- E. O. Wi
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A number of organizations, agencies and individuals have been involved 
in the direction and work of the Put-in-Bay Township Park District. Four 
deserve special recognition. The Lake Erie Islands Conservancy; Mr. Neal 
Hess, environmental real estate agent; Mr. Mark Mulligan, prosecutor of 
Ottawa County and legal advisor to the Park District; and Richard Gump, 
contractor.

1. The Lake Erie Islands Conservancy is located on South Bass Island 
in the western basin of Lake Erie. Founded in 2000, the LEIC has been 
instrumental in protecting and conserving the natural areas within the 
Lake Erie Islands from rapidly encroaching commercial and private 
development. The LEIC has provided insight, support, direction, and 
financial assistance to the Park District. The LEIC serves as the Advisory 
Council to the Park District.

2. Neal Hess serves as the real estate agent for the Park District. He has 
been instrumental in securing grants to acquire environmentally sensitive 
areas within the Lake Erie Islands. Property acquired by the Park District 
will be preserved in its natural state for perpetuity.

3. Mark Mulligan, prosecutor of Ottawa County, was influential in the 
formation of the Park District. We are grateful for this expertise. 

4.  Richard Gump took an incredible personal interest in the Massie project, 
coordinated the efforts to clean up the property, and worked tirelessly to 
create the Massie Cliffside Preserve. Ken Farber also worked regularly on 
that Preserve with Richard.

5. The Park District would also like to thank and acknowledge Put-in-
Bay Township and its maintenance crew for mowing areas of the Middle 
Bass Island East Point Preserve and areas of the Scheeff East Point Nature 
Preserve on South Bass Island.  Not only have they periodically mowed 
the walking trails but also they have mowed areas inside the preserves to 
provide diverse habitat for migrating birds.

At the Scheeff East Point Nature Preserve, adjacent property owner Mark 
Barnhill has provided maintenance of the walking trail. Middle Bass 
Island residents Bruce Miles, Ron Helman, and Chris Helman have been 
extremely helpful in maintaining the walking trail at the Middle Bass 
Island East Point Preserve. Tedi Pertner has served as a trail monitor for the 
preserve.
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