
GREEN SCENE 
Our Mission: 

To encourage conservation and 

Protection of Natural and Agricultural 

Lands in the Lake Erie Islands for the 

Benefit of Future Generations. 

 

Island Coyotes 

Winter is here-that time of year when wildlife can 
move about freely over the ice-coyotes included. 
There are many heated arguments right now on 
the island about coyotes and their place here. In 
an attempt to help find solutions and answer 
questions, the following information is presented 
from the Ohio Division of Wildlife website and 
lectures from OSU coyote expert Stan Gehrt.  

“Native American folklore is filled with tales of the coyote. This animal is either 
revered for its intelligence and ability to resolve a conflict or threat to its life or is 
frowned upon for being a cunning and deceiving manipulator, much as it is thought 
of in real life. The coyote is not native to Ohio, but it is present throughout the state 
today. Love or hate it, the coyote has the ability to make the best of a bad situation 
to survive or even prosper. Usually, we associate the coyote with the open, 
deserted lands of the west. As its presence in Ohio shows, this versatile animal can 
make a home most anywhere. 

 The coyote is generally a slender animal, very similar in appearance to a medium-
sized dog. Since the coyote and domesticated dog are from the same family, 
Canidae, the resemblance is more than a coincidence. Coyotes have a bushy tail 
which is usually tipped in black and is carried down at a 45 degree angle as the 

(Continued on page 8) 
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Additional 4 acres sought on South Bass—Wooded: Beautiful…yes, ours…. Not yet! 
Find out how you can help on page 15! 

Speaking of Future Generations…. 

here’s a great shot of some working 

at a table at the Christmas Bazaar! 

Great job ladies! 
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Island of Life - Why we began by Kelly Faris 
 (Article I - the first of a series of three) 

In 1997, the DeRivera Park Trust purchased Cooper’s Woods – Shady Path -- 

with a bank loan, private loans, and donations.  The vast majority of people 

assumed that the majority of these 18 acres of dense woods would remain in 

its natural state.  They were wrong. 

 

“We will have a meeting once again if the deal [purchase] goes thru and we 

want to develop anything in great detail.”  Despite these assurances and 

without discussion, without public input, the DeRivera Park Trustees talked 

about clear cutting the woods, making it into a playground, building a 

maintenance area, and building a dormitory.   A host of people were 

disturbed. 

 

To prevent the “breaking” of DeRivera Trust Deed and the potential 

destruction of Cooper’s Woods and Shady Path, the “Friends of Cooper’s 

Woods” was formed.  The support for this group was phenomenal.    The 

support for keeping the Cooper’s Woods just the “way it is” was 

overwhelming.  A legal challenge in Ottawa County Probate Court ensured that 

Cooper’s Woods would be “protected” until 2017. 

 

During this time, “Friends of Cooper’s Woods” sent out a survey to all property 

owners on South Bass Island.  Over 700 were returned, but one of the most 

interesting things about this survey was the comments that people wrote: 

 

Boundary along Petersen's Woods, Lake Erie Middle Bass Island 

(Continued on page 11) 

2014 Christmas Bazaar 
a Huge Success 
By Susan Byrnes 

Over 20 artists and crafters, lots of 
holiday shoppers and mild weather 
led to the success of the Annual 
Christmas Bazaar on Dec. 4 at the 
Town Hall. Thanks to all the islanders 
who came to shop, the island artists 
and crafters for selling their crafts 
e.g., PIB Jr. Girl Scouts, PIB Girl 
Scouts, Stone Lab, The Perry Group, 
Browns Backers, Kelly Mohn, Judy 
Bahney, Christie Ontko Fulton, 
Maryann Meyers, Bobbie Jo Kowalski, 
Steve and Alina Nemec, Susan 
Thwaite, Susan Duff, Susan Karr, 
Mysti Karr, Kerri Burris, Billy Market, 
Jenny Fuchs, Kate and Susan Byrnes, 
Class of 2018, LEIHS, PIB Park District, 
LEIC-BSC and LEINWC. 

A special thank you to The Reel Bar, 
Old Forge Cafe & Creperie, the Resale 
Shop, Isola Day Spa, The Butterfly 
House Gift Shop and Perry's Visitor's 
Center for also opening their doors 
for the event.  The bazaar was 
sponsored by the Lake Erie Islands 
Chapter of the Black Swamp 
Conversancy and the Lake Erie Islands 
Nature & Wildlife Center.  

 

See page 5 for additional pics of the event! 
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Year of the Owls 

This was the year of the owls with 
record number of great-horned, 
eastern screech owl on all the 
islands, a snowy owl on both North 
Bass and Pelee Island, and a 
northern saw-whet and long-eared 
owl on Kelleys Island. Five species 
of owls in all were recorded on the 
islands during the Bass Islands 
Audubon Bird Count with the great
-horned registering the highest 
count ever and the eastern screech 
recording the second highest count 
ever! (See full story at right) 

The beautiful photo of the Snowy 
Owl on the upper right was a neat 
Christmas present to the Islanders 
taken by Elizabeth Heineman on 
December 23! The owl was found 
by Marie Schroeder in the village 
park. 

Snowy owls continued to be 
spotted around Lake Erie this 
winter. 

Snowy Owl photo taken at South Bass Island by Elizabeth Heineman on December 23 

Bass Islands Audubon Christmas Bird Count 
By Lisa Brohl 

The Annual Bird Count was held on December 14, 2014. John Pogacnik is the 

compiler for the Lake Erie Islands Count Circle which includes the Bass Islands, 

Kelleys, and Pelee. 

Five species of owls were recorded on the islands that day, with record numbers of 

great- horned! Earlier in the season, we had experienced a cold snap that brought 

lots of waterfowl and tundra swans-followed by the thawing of mainland marshes 

with warmer weather-waterfowl numbers fell and the tundra swans disappeared. 

With the warm weather and lots of duck hunters, waterfowl and gull numbers 

were way down this year. The only exception was the record number of 70 horned 

grebes. It was a relatively quiet day in the woods on South Bass as well with 

occasional pockets of bird activity. Yet at the end of the day, eighty species of birds 

were recorded on the Lake Erie Islands!  

The highest numbers ever for the Lake Erie Islands Count Circle were also recorded 

for yellow bellied sapsucker, downy woodpecker, and black-capped chickadee with 

second highest ever numbers of red-bellied woodpeckers, northern flicker, white 

breasted nuthatch. Could it be all those dead ash trees? Compiler John Pogacnik 

mentioned that these species sometimes show a small migration every other year 

that coincides with winter finch migration. The Bass Islands did have pine siskins 

earlier this season and Kelleys Island and Pelee had some on count day. 

On South Bass, we saw 49 different species with four additional being seen during 

the count week. The highlight was a belted kingfisher viewed by Elizabeth 

Heineman and Julene Market at Fishery Bay and a large flock of cedar waxwings 

feeding on berries near the Cargo Net found by Susan Harrington. The best feeder 

bird was a tufted titmouse at Kit Knaser’s feeder for the second year in a row-this is 

only the ninth year this species has been recorded for our Count Circle.  
(Continued on page 13) 

 

Yardworks 
PO Box 538 

Dan and Valerie Kowalski       Put-In-Bay, Oh 43456 

Owners                                        (419-) 285-2147  
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AmeriCorps Environmental Stewards Intern 2015 

The Lake Erie Islands Chapter of the Black 
Swamp Conservancy will again be hiring an 
AmeriCorps Environmental Steward Intern for 
the summer of 2015. It is a ten week program. 
Interns are provided a small stipend and a 
Segal Educational Award ($1,132 at the 
completion of the internship-to be used for 
qualified student loans or tuition.) You must 
have a dedication and interest in 
environmental stewardship and community 
service. The intern will work on such projects 
as trail maintenance, educational programs, 
invasive plant management, grant writing, 
design of signs and brochures, work with 

social media, wildlife and plant surveys, nest box monitoring, etc. for the 
Conservancy and the Put-In-Bay Township Park District on both South and Middle 
Bass Islands depending on the skill set of the intern. Applicants must be at least 
17 years old. Preference is given to university students but a high school 
education is all that is required to use the education award. It is necessary to 
already have island housing as housing costs here are prohibitive. If interested, 
contact Lisa Brohl at leicbsc@gmail.com. To take a look at the Environmental 
Steward program, go to their website at www.environmentalstewards.org 

We have had great interns in the past (Colleen O’Brien, Leah Bilski, Carmen 
Levand, and Chloe Nostrant) and look forward to another good partnership this 
summer! 

If you are interested in making a donation toward the LEIC-BSC AmeriCorps 
internship, please send to LEIC-BSC, P. O. Box 461, Put-In-Bay, Ohio 43456 
with AmeriCorps intern on the memo line.  

Island Girl... The Family Parker 
By Lisa Brohl 

Author and fifth generation islander 
Christine L. (Christie) Ontko grew up with a 
large extended family. Now she taps into 
that experience in the first of a planned 
series of books, which will share with 
readers, short stories of her life as an island 
girl on Put-In-Bay. The first book is entitled 
“Island Girl…The Family Parker” and is 
written in a style that is easy to read and 
inspirational, too. Photos abound, and the 
reader gets the unique experience of 
peering into the life of one of the island’s 
oldest families. 

They will be for sale at her shop Freshwater 
Remedies this upcoming season for 
$9.50. A portion of the profits will benefit 
the Lake Erie Islands Chapter of the 
Black Swamp Conservancy. 

The books can also be purchased online 
at www.FreshwaterSensations.com or by 
calling 419-366-1036. 

Island Girl...The Family Parker 

Earth Day Work Day at the Jane 
Coates Wildflower Trail- 
See page 7 for details. 

 

 

 

Put-In-Bay Electric  
766 Duff Road                 P.O. Box 567 

Put-In-Bay, Ohio  43456 

419-285-6120 
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BSC Property Monitoring by Lisa Brohl 
In 2014, the Black Swamp Conservancy 
monitored all of their properties owned 
in fee simple in addition to those that 
they hold a conservation easement on. 
This was done to meet requirements for 
the Land trust Alliance accreditation 
program for land trusts around the 
country. 
For us at the LEIC-BSC, Lisa Brohl and 
Nancy Welter monitored the Petersen 
Woods, Lawrence Evans, and Prokesh 
tracts on Middle Bass. On South Bass, 
Susan Byrnes and Lisa visited the Jane 
Coates Wildflower Trail and Gump 
Woods. This monitoring will be done 
annually. This process was great as it got 
us out to every corner of our preserves 
to see what is new! 

Susan Byrnes at Wildflower Trail  
by Lisa Brohl 

mailto:leicbsc@gmail.com
http://www.FreshwaterSensations.com


Online Fundraiser Support Greatly Appreciated by Kalen Capp 

(Scheeff East Point Nature Preserve: Kiosk Installation) 

Thank you to all who supported the online fundraiser this Fall for the 
informational kiosk installation at Scheeff East Point Nature Preserve at 
Put-In-Bay. Over twenty individuals donated to the project through the 
campaign this November and December on booster.com. Many more 
supported the fundraiser by sharing the information with others and helping 
to spread the word. Over $1000 was donated. Look for installation of the 
kiosk later this year. 

 

The kiosk will have a panel with preserve rules, a bulletin board for 
ongoing programs, a directional trail map, donation and brochure boxes, 
and photos displaying natural history features, as well as a panel 
recognizing donors. With many grants being offered these days 
increasingly requiring matching funds, such fundraisers help stretch donor 
dollars further for efforts by the Lake Erie Islands Chapter of the Black 
Swamp Conservancy by “spreading the give.” Building a community of 
active supporters is vital for our all-volunteer chapter. Ultimately supporters 
make each endeavor happen. 

 

The kiosk at the Scheeff East Point entrance will allow the public to know 
they are welcome to walk the preserve, display preserve rules prominently, 
and educate visitors about the natural environment those on the islands 
enjoy. This will help ensure we are good neighbors to those who border the 
preserve as visitors know to treat the resource with care. It will also 
increase awareness of what we do and gain more members in the LEIC 
BSC community. 

 

Print newspapers and online blog posts also helped spread the word to the 
public and we are grateful for the coverage. Look for other fundraisers later 
in 2015 as we seek to build community support for public sites safekeeping 
the natural wonders of the islands. 

Birdwatchers at Scheeff East Point Nature Preserve 
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More Great Bazaar Pics! 

Photos by Susan Byrnes 



Lake Erie Islands Critical Habitat 
Protection Project 
by Kelly Faris 

After months of planning and writing and hours of frustration and 
pounds of paperwork, it appears that the Put-In-Bay Township Park 
District (PIBTPD) Lake Erie Islands Critical Habitat Protection 
Project is coming to fruition. 

The project involves the acquisition of 10 acres and 265 feet of 
shoreline cliffs and wooded habitat on South Bass Island, and 
approximately 13 acres of limestone plain wetland forest on Middle 
Bass Island.  

The South Bass Island sites (Massie and Knam Tracts) are located 
either on the shoreline of Lake Erie or within .25 mile making it 
critical habitat for migratory birds. The project is within the Lake Erie 
Islands Watershed. 

The limestone plain wetland forest (Burgundy Bay area) on Middle 
Bass Island is a rare Lake Erie habitat that has been designated as 
a Protection Priority in the Black Swamp Conservancy’s Northwest 
Ohio Strategic Conservation Plan and also designated by the 
Audubon Society as an Important Bird Area. 

The initial phase of this project, the Schneider Tract of 7 acres has 
already been completed. The Schneider Tract and the Burgundy 
Bay partial are defined in the publication, Islands of Life: A 
Biodiversity and Conservation Atlas of the Great Lakes 
Islands (2010), as “the key ecological systems necessary for 
environmental healthy Lake Erie Islands are wetlands (marshes and 
swamps) and limestone plain forest complexes.” 

These areas are rapidly disappearing. This project protects these 
significant and sensitive wetlands. These parcels, limestone plain 
wetland forest, are directly linked to Lake Erie water levels, and the 
land provides migratory song bird habitat as well as breeding 
grounds for numerous varieties of amphibians. 

 The Schneider Tract was purchased in conjunction with the 
Metropolitan Sewer District of Greater Cincinnati and the Ohio EPA 
through the Ohio Water Pollution Control Loan Fund program 
(Water Resource Restoration Sponsor Program).  The Burgundy 
Bay acquisition is also part of the WRRSP program. The Water 
Resource Restoration Sponsor Program was created to counter the 
loss of ecological function and biological diversity. 

 Also acquired during the initial phase of the Critical Habitat project 
was a two area parcel abutting the Jane Coates Wildflower Trail 
Addition.  

 The upland forest contains sugar maple, hackberry, blue ash 

and the chinquapin oak. The parcel provides nesting areas for 
(Continued on page 15) 

“the key ecological systems necessary for environmental healthy Lake Erie 
Islands are wetlands (marshes and swamps) and limestone plain forest 
complexes” 
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The Dodge House 

Put-in-Bay’s Largest Waterfront Rental 

Sleeps 25 people ~ 419-341-9760 

www.DodgeHousePIB.com 

Erie Island Carts.com 

At the Airport ~ Overnight rentals 

and Reservations welcome 

419-285- KART 

 

Photo by Susan Byrnes 



Organic Seed Packets 

 

$2.75/
PACKET 

Benefits the Lake Erie Islands 
Chapter of the Black Swamp 
Conservancy and Put-In-Bay 
School Environmental Club 

Certified Organic, Not 
Genetically Engineered, Open 
Pollinated, Untreated Seeds 

CUCUMBER Marketmore 76  (63 
days) 8 inch green, vines 
vigorous through season.    

DELICATA WINTER SQUASH (100 
days) Zeppelin heirloom 1 lb. fruit 

SPINACH Bloomsdale Open 
pollinated standard crinkled leaf 
bolts in summer heat 

CHARD Red Rhubarb (59 days) 
crimson stalks, dark green 
leaves, hardy 

PAC CHOY Prize Choy (50 days) 
15-18", celery-like white stems, 
vase shaped, stir fry 

BROCCOLI Bay Meadows (89 
days) F-1 Hybrid, 6-8" heads, side 
shoots 

KALE Vates Dwarf Blue Curled 
Scotch (56 days), 12-16" plants 

TOMATO Cosmonaut Volkov (65 
days) early, 8-12 oz. globes deep 
red 

TOMATO Amish Paste (85 days)  
oxheart shaped, 8 oz.,  high 
producing 

CHERRY TOMATO Jasper Hybrid 
(60 days)  deep red, prolific, 
disease resistant 

BASIL Sweet (70 days) heavy 
yields, fresh, dried, pesto 

DILL Bouquet (55 days) sweet 
finely cut leaves for your pickle 
jars. 

 

 

LIMITED AVAILABILITY—Please call Amy 

Huston (info Below) for information on 

remaining seeds available for purchase 

On-island delivery.  Add $3.00 
for mailing. 

 

Contact Amy Huston to purchase.  

Send check to Amy Huston, Box 304, 
Put-In-Bay, Ohio 43456 

Call or text to order over phone using 
credit card-- 802/477-2091 

Email   lakeerieoriginals@gmail.com 

How much would you spend to buy 
this organic produce at a grocery? 

Meet us for a Wildflower Walk at 1:00 
pm on Sunday, April 26 at the Jane 
Coates Wildflower Trail. Lisa Brohl will 
be there to see what surprises we get 
this spring. Come and help celebrate 
Earth Day with a walk in the woods. 

We will explore some of the additional 
acreage that the Put-in-Bay Township 
Park District purchased with a grant 
this past December to add to the area 
of the Jane Coates Wildflower Trail-
now a total of nine acres protected! 

Tom and Paula Bartlett will be on 
Middle Bass Island to band birds at the 
Middle Bass East Point Preserve April 
27- May 1. Please come out to join 
them if you are on the island. Contact 
him at hthomas.bartlett@gmail.com for 
updates or call Lisa Brohl 15 419-366-
2087. You never know what might 
show up in the nets. In our fall 

banding, he has found warblers, 
songbirds, as well as a Cooper's 
Hawk, Eastern Screech-Owl, and a 
Ruby-throated Hummingbird. Last 
spring brought us kinglets, thrushes, 
and sparrows! One of the Baltimore 
Orioles banded on Middle Bass in July 
was recaptured in September about 2 
hours east of Mexico City!  

Bird Banding at Middle Bass East Point Preserve 

The Cleveland Museum of Natural 
History (CMNH) is offering a van trip to 
Middle Bass Island April 30, 2015. 
They will be visiting Tom and Paula 
Bartlett at the Middle Bass Island East 
Point Preserve and touring other 
Middle Bass sites with Lisa Brohl, 
Nancy Welter, and Tina Larson. The 
trip was already full in mid-February! A 

teen group from CMNH will also visit 
the banding station of Tom and Paula 
Bartlett at the Scheeff East Point 
Preserve and the Barnhill’s on May 3, 
2015. We are excited about these new 
educational partnerships! The CMNH 
has been active for years in preserving 
portions of Kelleys Island including the 
Scheele Preserve. 

Cleveland Museum of Natural History Visits 

On, Wednesday May 13 2015 at 3:15 
PM at the Put-In-Bay Town Hall, Mona 
Rutger from Back to the Wild, a wild-
life rehab and educational facility, will 
give an educational program on native 
wildlife and have a live bald eagle, 

hawks, owls and many other animals. 
The program will be sponsored by the 
Put-In-Bay Recreation Committee, the 
Lake Erie Islands Nature and Wildlife 
Center’s Road Scholar Program, and 
our Conservancy. It is a great show!  

Back to the Wild Comes the Bay 

Spring Programs 

Join LEIC-BSC and member Kalen 
Capp for an Earth Day Work Day at 
the Jane Coates Wildflower Trail. 
Meet at the trail head on Wednesday 
April 22, 2015 to help mulch the trail. 

Kalen will be there from 9:30-11:30 
am and from 1:30-3:30 pm. We will 
have wheelbarrows and shovels. Bring 
work gloves and enthusiasm to help 
us get the trail ready for the summer! 

Earth Day-Work Day at Jane Coates Wildflower Trail! 

Annual Arbor Day Observance—Village Tree Commission by Kelly Faris 

The annual Put-In-
Bay Arbor Day 
observance will on 
Friday, April 24, 2015, 
at 4:00 PM. Two red 
maple trees will be 

planted in DeRivera Park near the 
corner of Hartford and Delaware 
Avenues. This will be the 7th year 
that an Arbor Day planting has been 
held in the Village of Put-In-Bay. 
Arbor Day is traditionally celebrated 
on the last Friday in April. 

The first Arbor Day celebration was 
held in 1805 in Villanueva de la 
Sierra, a small Spanish village. The 
first Arbor Day in the United States 
was held in Nebraska City, 
Nebraska, on April 10, 1872. Today 
more than thirty countries around the 
world celebrate Arbor Day. 

Members of the Village of Put-In-Bay 
Tree Commission are Lisa Brohl, 
Kelly Faris, and Kendra Koehler. 

Help Plant a Tree 
for Arbor Day! 

Spring Wildflower Walk-Happy Earth Day! 
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animal moves, unlike that of its other 
cousin the wolf. The majority of coyotes 
1are gray, though some show a rusty, 
brown or off-white coloration. The 
coyote stands about one and one half to 
two feet tall and is between 41 to 53 
inches in length. Males of this species are 
larger than the females and weigh 
anywhere from 20 to 50 pounds. Coyotes 
are monogamous breeders and breeding 
occurs January through March. Gestation 
lasts approximately 63 days. Litters are 
born in April and May and can contain 1-
12 pups. 

The female selects, prepares, and 
maintains the den. Occasionally, two or 
three females will share a large den area. 
Related females will sometimes act as 
helpers in the care of offspring of other 
coyotes in the den. Both parents hunt for 
food and feed the young. However, the 
male takes the lead role when the pups 
are newborns, obtaining enough food for 
both his mate and offspring. The parents 
will regurgitate their stomach contents 
for their offspring's meals. At about three 
weeks of age, the young leave the den 
under the watch of their parents. At 8 to 
12 weeks of age, the pups are taught 
hunting skills. The coyotes stay together 
in a family unit throughout the summer 
into mid-fall when the young will break 
from the family unit and develop 
territories of their own anywhere from 
10 to 100 miles away. It is not unusual for 
young female coyotes to remain in the 
family unit into the following year; young 
males that have either never left the unit 
or that attempt to rejoin it the following 
year are run off by the male. The coyote 
is a nocturnal animal, active during the 
nighttime hours. However, when it is less 
threatened by man, it will hunt and move 
from place to place during the day. The 
coyote will hunt in unrelated (non-family) 
pairs or large groups.” 

Coyote Diet Info from Stan Gehrt 
Lecture 

 Coyotes are omnivorous and typical 
foods include small mammals (voles, 
shrews, rabbits, mice), vegetables, 
nuts, and carrion. Unchecked, they will 
eat livestock, particularly sheep and 
chickens. 42% of diet consists of small 
rodents.  18% consists of rabbits.  1% 
is cats.  They also eat berries.  If a 
coyotes were to only eat rodents, one 
would eat about 4,000 in a year’s time.  

They eat 10% of their body weight 
daily.  This data is from urban coyotes 
(scat study).  Surprisingly, they are not 
big opportunists when it comes to 
eating human garbage like raccoons 
are.  They are much more timid than 
raccoons.  Hunting is nocturnal. 

 In areas where high deer population 
has caused forest understory to be 
depleted (deer grazing everything 
from ground up to where they can 
reach), coyotes have taken 80% of 
fawns born.  With understory gone, 
fawns are easy to find.  What a 
wonderful natural control for high 
deer populations! 

 Coyotes are great controllers of 
Canada Geese as well.  Dr. Gehrt 
showed video of raccoons trying to 
depredate goose nests (unsuccessful 
due to goose defense) and coyotes 
(very successful).  Coyotes will simply 
kill and eat geese if they stick around 
to defend their nest.  Coyotes take all 
the eggs from the nest and cache 
(bury) them for future meals. 

The coyote's strength is that it can adapt 
and exploit most any habitat to its 
advantage. While most wildlife species 
have avoided developed areas and often 
declined as a result of man's expansion, 
the coyote seems to have thrived. This 
furbearer occurs throughout the state in 
farmland and mixed pasture/woodland 
habitats, with the majority being found in 
western Ohio. The statewide population 
trend appears to be leveling off after 
increases were observed during the 
1990s. 

If interested in controlling coyotes, they 
can be legally hunted or trapped 
anywhere in Ohio where hunting and 
trapping is permitted. The Division of 
Wildlife maintains a list by county of 
nuisance trappers available on their 
website. 

A few things to consider from Dr. Gehrt 

 It is impossible to remove coyotes 
from an area.  If you kill individuals or 
even entire “pack”, new one will take 
its place very shortly.  They regulate 
young production to populate their 
territory.  “Floater” coyotes are always 
on the move throughout territories, 
looking for a home with new pack. 

 Unlike deer, raccoons, Canada geese, 
and other “problem” species, coyotes 
will never overpopulate an area.  They 
manage litter sizes based on food 

supply.  In areas where food supply is 
lower, they have been known to delay 
sexual maturity to the age of three 
years.  Since floaters are often first 
year animals, killing resident coyotes 
can actually result in population 
increase if a sexually mature first year 
animal comes in to fill that niche. 

For those of you who have had closer 
encounters with coyotes than you wish, 
consider the following from the Ohio 
Division of Wildlife website: 

1. Ohio wildlife biologists are frequently 
contacted by concerned residents who 
spot coyotes in highly developed areas. 
This is often not cause for alarm. 
Coyotes are highly adaptable animals 
that live in a wide variety of 
environments thus there is no need to 
report sightings to wildlife officials 
unless the animal appears hurt, sick, or 
habituated. Understand that coyotes 
are common throughout Ohio’s 88 
counties and are regularly seen within 
city limits.  

2. If you spot a coyote on your 
property, make sure to remove all 
“attractants” to deter the coyote from 
returning. This includes removing 
garbage and pet food primarily before 
nightfall and cleaning up around the 
grill. Do not feed coyotes directly. 

3. Coyotes prey primarily on small 
mammals such as rabbits and rodents. 
However, interactions with domestic 
pets do occur sometimes.  Keep small 
dogs and cats inside (especially after 
nightfall) or leashed when outside. 
Keeping small pets indoors also keeps 
them safe from other diseases and 
parasites they can pick up outside. 
Motion-sensitive lighting tends to be 
helpful too at keeping wildlife away 
from your home. 

4. Occasionally, an inquisitive coyote 
will stay put and watch you curiously. 
Make noise. Clap your hands and 
shout; the coyote will likely move on at 
this point. If it doesn’t, throw objects 
like rocks at it to scare it away. A 
coyote that loses its fear of humans 
could potentially become a threat. 

There is much more available out there on 
coyotes to read and consider-this is only a 
sampling. Spend time outdoors watching-
coyotes crossing the ice-furtively looking 
backward in between spurts of movement-
and many on the island have heard their calls 
in the night. Read-watch-think about a 
coyotes place in an island ecosystem. 

 

 

(ISLAND COYOTES Continued from page 1) 
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LEIC-BSC Native Tree & Plant Sale 

LEIC-BSC will again be offering a fundraising effort to plant native trees throughout the islands. As in the past, we are 

using Riverside Native Tree and Nursery and Naturally Native Nursery for our native tree and plant sale. This is a great way 

to provide quality habitat for the birds, butterflies, moths and other wildlife on the islands. We are promoting the planting of 

native trees and shrubs because our native animals are adapted to feeding on these plants and using them for shelter. Our 

native animals are not adapted to using non-native ornamental species of plants thus they do not provide anything usable to 

wildlife. By planting native species you are making your land more attractive to birds, bees, butterflies, moths and a host of 

other desirable species. This fundraiser will be used to support the LEIC-BSC land preservation and restoration programs!    

We will be assisting the Put-in-Bay Township Park District with restoration and tree planting at the Massie Cliffside 

Preserve. If you wish, you can buy a tree or two to help with this planting project. On the order form please designate whether 

your purchase will be for the Massie Cliffside Preserve or for your home landscape and we will label the nursery stock 

accordingly. We will have a plaque in a central location at the Preserve acknowledging tree donors. 

We will deliver any plants and trees ordered in early May. You may pick up your order at the LEINWC Plant Exchange 

on May 9 or make other arrangements by calling Lisa Brohl at 419-366-2087. Order plants by using the order form below for 

Naturally Native Nursery or in the Spring Newsletter. You may order your trees from Riverside Native Trees using the form 

below or by going to http://riversidenativetrees.com/fundraiser/black-swamp-conservancy-fundraiser. It would be very helpful 

if you would forward the link for this page to your friends in order to get the word out on our efforts. Thank you very much 

for your continued help and support! 
  
* Get a free common milkweed plant with every order compliments of Naturally Native Nursery to help provide food for the 

monarch butterfly on the island. 
 
 

Native Tree and Plant Order Form 

Send to:  LEIC-BSC, P. 0. Box 461, Put-in-Bay, OH 43456 

Please make checks payable to LEIC-BSC-Add $5.00 for shipping/handling - Thank You for your support!! 
 

Name
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

Address
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Phone
---------------------- 

Massie Cliffside Preserve Tree Donation □
-----------------------------

  
 

 
 

 TREES Qty Size Cost Total   SHRUBS Qty Size Cost Total 

 

Northern Red Oak - well 

drained 

 
4-6' $40 

  

 

Witch-hazel - wet or well drained, 

sun to partial shade     photo by L. Brohl 

 
1-2' $25 

 

 

Swamp White Oak - wet areas  
4-6' $40 

  

 

Buttonbush - very wet to wet,  sun to 

partial shade   photo “Buttonbush” by bob in swamp   
 

1-2' $25 
 

 

Chinquapin/Chinkapin Oak 
- wet or well drained - high ph 

 
3-4' $30 

  

 

Swamp Rose - moist soil, creates 

colony/clump  photo “swamp rose” by Robert Benner      
 

1-2' $25 
 

 

Bur Oak - can withstand drought 

or wet conditions 
 

4-6' $40 
  

 

Silky Dogwood -  moist or well 

drained, sun to partial shade photo “Dogwood, Silky” by  
jpc.raleigh  

 
1-2' $25 

 

 

American Elm - wet or can take 

coarser well drained soils 
 

4-6' $40 
  

 

Common Elderberry - moist soil, 

creates clump quickly, sun   photo “Common Elderberry” by   
Jason Hollinger  

 
1-2' $25 

 

 

American Sycamore  - wet  
3-4' $30 

  

 

Roughleaf Dogwood -  moist soil, 

sun  photo “roughleaf dogwood (Cornus drummondii ) Fruit(s)” by Franklin Bonner, USFS 

(ret.) Bugwood.org    

 
1-2' $25 

 

 

Silver Maple - wet or well 

drained 

 
4-6' $40 

  

 

Fragrant Sumac - well drained, 

use for banks, stabilizer  photo “Fragrant sumac fruiting” 

by Julia Gregory  

 
1-2' $25 

 

 

Common Hackberry - can 

take rocky well drained soil 
 

4-6' $40 
  

 

Red Osier Dogwood - moist soil, 

creates clump quickly, sun photo “Fruit of the Red-osier or 

Common Dogwood” by born1945  

 
1-2' $25 

 

 Total  
  

   Total  
  

 

Leaf Photos obtained from “What Tree Is It?” – OPLIN-OHS/CC BY 3.0   
  

(Please Specify Selected Donations) 

Riverside Native Trees Selection 

https://flic.kr/p/8o8bZq
https://flic.kr/p/6yJTuA
https://flic.kr/p/2YcGiU
http://www.forestryimages.org/browse/detail.cfm?imgnum=5424012
https://flic.kr/p/83pHr4
https://flic.kr/p/2MPsik
https://flic.kr/p/671obb
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/
http://lakeerieislandsbsc.com/
http://riversidenativetrees.com/fundraiser/black-swamp-conservancy-fundraiser
https://flic.kr/ps/Ljspq
https://flic.kr/ps/8yNpA
https://www.flickr.com/photos/14601516@N00/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/7147684@N03/
http://www.forestryimages.org/browse/autthumb.cfm?aut=66458
http://www.forestryimages.org/browse/autthumb.cfm?aut=66458
http://www.bugwood.org/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/yarnmaven/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/12567713@N00/
http://www.oplin.org/tree/about.html
http://www.oplin.org/
http://www.ohiohistory.org/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/us/
http://www.oplin.org/tree/fact pages/oak_swamp_white/oak_swamp_white.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0/
http://www.oplin.org/tree/fact pages/oak_chinquapin/oak_chinquapin.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/
http://www.oplin.org/tree/fact pages/oak_bur/oak_bur.html
http://www.oplin.org/tree/fact pages/elm_american/elm_american.html
http://www.oplin.org/tree/fact pages/sycamore/sycamore.html
http://www.oplin.org/tree/fact pages/maple_silver/maple_silver.html
http://www.oplin.org/tree/fact pages/hackberry/hackberry.html
http://www.oplin.org/tree/fact pages/oak_red/oak_red.html
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/us/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/2.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/2.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/us/
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Plants – 5” Pots Quantity $7.00 each Total 
 

Plants – 5” Pots Quantity $7.00 each Total 

Nodding Wild Onion - sun, will grow in 

rocky ground, summer 
   

 

Obedient Plant - sun, moist, summer, 

hummingbirds, butterflies 
   

Canada Anemone - sun or shade, damp, late 

spring-early summer 
   

 

Virginia Mountain Mint - part shade to 

full sun, rocky, summer 
   

Thimbleweed - shade or sun, will grow in 

rocky ground 
   

 

Black-Eyed  Susan - part  shade to full 

sun, summer 
   

Dogbane - sun, shores, will grow in rocky 

ground, summer 
   

 

Grass-leaved Goldenrod - part shade to 

full sun, rocky areas, summer 
   

Wild Columbine - rocky, sun or part shade, 

spring 
   

 

Blue-stemmed  Goldenrod - sandy,  1-

3', fall 
   

Jack-in-the-Pulpit - shade, woodland, 

spring 
   

 

May Apple - shade, woodland, spring    

Swamp  Milkweed - part  shade or sun, wet 

areas, summer 
   

 

NATIVE TO OHIO but not BASS 

ISLANDS 
   

Common  Milkweed - part  shade or sun, 

summer 
   

 

Gray-headed  Coneflower - part shade 

to full sun, late summer-fall, moist soil 
   

Butterflyweed - sun, sandy to rocky, prefers 

drier areas, early summer-early fall 
   

 

Purple Coneflower - part shade to full 

sun, late summer 
   

Heath Aster - part  shade or sun, late 

summer to fall 
   

 

Turtlehead - sun, wet areas, late 

summer-fall 
   

New England Aster  - part shade or sun,  

late summer to fall 
   

 

Tall Coreopsis - sun, late summer-fall    

Blue Vervain - part shade to full sun, late 

summer to early fall 
   

 

Marsh Blazing Star -  part shade to full 

sun, wet, late summer-fall 
   

Common  Boneset - part  shade to full sun, 

late summer 
    Foxglove Beardstongue - full sun to 

part shade, summer, bees, 

hummingbirds 

   

White Snakeroot - shade, woodland, late 

spring-summer 
   

 

Eastern Prickly Pear Cactus - Sand, 

partial shade to full sun 
   

Wild Strawberry - part shade to full sun, 

will grow in rocky areas, spring-early 

summer 

   
 

GRASSES -  5" Pots Quantity $6.00 

each    

Total 

Wild Geranium - shade, woodland, spring    
 

Big Bluestem Grass - full to part sun, 

rocky ground 
   

Woodland Sunflower – part shade, 

woodland, summer 
   

 

Bottlebrush  Grass - shade, woodland, 

tolerant of moist soil 
   

Tall Bellflower - shade, woodland, summer    
 

Canada  Wild Rye Grass – full to part 

sun, sandier soils, will tolerate moist 
   

Virginia  Waterleaf - shade, woodland, 

spring 
   

 

Switch Grass - part shade to full sun, 

moist to dry soils 
   

Touch Me Not or Jewelweed – moist soil, 

sun or shade, summer 
   

 

Virginia Wild Rye Grass - tolerant of 

shade, moist soil 
   

Iris or Blue Flag - part shade to full sun, 

early summer, moist 
   

 

SHRUBS - 1-2’ or 3 gallon 2-

3’ 

Quantity  $10/$20 Total 

Cardinal  Flower - full s un to shade, moist 

to wet, summer 
   

 

Silky Dogwood   - part shade/full sun, 

drier to moister soils 
   

Blue Lobelia - part shade to full sun, wet, 

late summer-fall 
   

 

Witch Hazel - yellow  flowers in 1ate 

fall, moist to dry, part shade shrub 
 ($25 each)  

Virginia Bluebells - shade, woodland, 

spring 
   

 

Ninebark – clay, rocky ground, part 

shade to full sun, dry to moister soils 
   

Monkey  Flower - moist  to wet, part shade 

to full sun, summer 
   

 

Buttonbush - moist to wet soil, full to 

part sun, white orb flowers 
   

Wild Bergamot - part shade to full sun, 

summer 
   

 

American Hazelnut – dry, sandy, 

loamy soils, full to part sun, 15', red 

flowers in spring - edible nuts 

   

Wild Blue Phlox - shade, woodland, spring    
 

Pasture Rose - poor to rock soil, full to 

part sun, pink blossoms Jun.-Sep. 
   

Totals    
 

Totals    

 
 
 

Naturally Native Plant Selection 



“They will get their way. You can bet on it.  They 
have the money and influence!  They always 
win. I wish all of you the best of luck... It’s 
appalling what certain people get away with.  
Unbelievable.  I’m glad I can help save the trees” 
 

“We have known this area for 60 years and the 
loss of it will be almost the end of the old Bay.” 
 

“Put-In-Bay needs more public green space.” 
 

“Island property is being developed at an 
alarming rate.  If you change Cooper’s Woods, it 
will be changed forever, no turning back!  You 
will be destroying what most people come to 
Put-In-Bay for, a perfect mix of nature and small 
town on a fabulous island.  Please don’t ruin that 
with more building!” 
 

“I have been a regular visitor to the island for 
over 30 years and so I do not like all the changes 
of the last 20 years.  It is so sad – a beautiful 
place is being overrun with commercial 
development. You have ruined a good thing - all 
for the greedy pockets of business owners.  It’s 
too crowded on the weekends to enjoy anything 
and bringing children to the island is dangerous.” 
 

“Tourism has already destroyed the 
peacefulness of the Put-in-Bay I used to know.  I 
find it hard to justify development of any kind on 
the island.” 
 

“I am not a tax payer but a visitor who was 
deeply impressed by the unique ecosystem on 
South Bass Island.  Your efforts to preserve it are 
needed and appreciated far beyond Put-In-Bay.” 
 

“Our kids and grandkids love using Cooper’s 
Woods just like it is.  Everything on the island has 
changed so much.  Leave one area just like it is!!” 
 

“Our position is simple.  The DeRivera Trust was 
written to fulfill an individual’s philanthropic 
goals and should not be altered.” 
 

“No housing, buildings, etc.  Put-In-Bay is already 
over developed….” 
 

“I feel like I’m paying for Cooper’s Woods twice:  
Once to the DeRivera Park Trustees to buy the 
woods and now to the friends of   Cooper's 
Woods.” 

 

 
Members of the Friends of Cooper’s Woods – the Tree 
Huggers – realized that there was a tremendous amount 
of support for keeping some places on the Island 
“natural” and “unspoiled” and to not “destroy the 
peacefulness of the Put-In-Bay.” 

 

Out of this realization, three distinct organizations 
emerged. 

 

1. The Lake Erie Islands Chapter of the Black Swamp 
Conservancy  whose mission is to …encourage 
conservation and protection of natural and 
agricultural lands in the Lake Erie Islands for the 
benefit of future generations.  The LEIC is a nonprofit 
organization formed in 2000, functioning under the 
auspices of the Black Swamp Conservancy in 
Perrysburg, Ohio. 

 

2. The Put-In-Bay Township Park District was formed in 
2006.  It is “dedicated to protecting and preserving 
unique areas that preserve the heritage of the Lake 
Erie Islands. The Park District recognizes that forested 
areas, wet lands, grass lands, vineyards, and natural 
fields in Put-In-Bay Township are disappearing to 
development at an alarming rate.  It is hoped that 
commercial and residential development can be 
complemented with areas of green space, natural 
areas that preserve the heritage of the Islands.  The 
PIBTPD is a governmental entity established by the 
Court of Common Pleas of Ottawa County and 
approved by the voters in General Election in 
November 2006. 

 

3.  The Lake Erie Islands Nature and Wildlife Center 
whose mission is to promote conservation and 
education of the flora, fauna, and lands of the Lake 
Erie Islands ecosystem.  The LEINWC is a non-profit 
organization formed in 2009. The educational 
programs of this organization are directed toward a 
younger generation in an effort to make them aware, 
sensitive, and appreciative of the fragile environment 
in which they live. 

 

Although these are three separate organizations, their 
goals are intertwined on this Island of Life.  

 

Next Month - Island of Life, Article 2 

(ISLAND OF LIFE—WHY WE BEGAN Continued from page 2) 

Northern Exposure Investments 
Joe Kostura 

(419) 341-2366 or (419) 285-3106 
New Construction ~ Residential ~ Commercial 

Remodeling ~ Roofing ~ Concrete ~ Footers 
Foundations ~ Sidewalks ~ Patios ~ Driveways 
Stonework ~ Bobcat & Excavator Services 

Indoor & Outdoor Painting ~ Plumbing 
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Freshwater Sensations 
Christine Ontko 

Bed and Breakfast 

PO Box 307 

419-366-1036 

419-285-GOAT( 4628) 

Catawba Avenue 

 

Swamp Milkweed Become an LEIC-BSC Member for 
just $25 for an entire year! 

Please see page 15 for details. 



This is for the BIRDS… Literally! 

It’s our Bird Seed Sale 

Thanks to Russ Brohl and Mike Byrnes 
for delivering the birds seed just in 
time for our first real winter storm. We 
made about $1,000 on the sale thanks 
to our customers and Spencer Feed 
and Supply. 

A Special THANKS... 

Naturally... our Special Thanks 

goes to the Environmental Club 

for hosting the Organic Seed Sale! 

Thanks to the Put-In-Bay School 

Environmental Club and advisor Amy Huston 

for the $108.15 donation from the Organic 

Seed Sale to our Conservancy! We really 

appreciate their support-and the sale of 

organic seeds is a great project!  

Limited seeds are still available! (See page 9) 

A little “Spring Cleaning”… 

Cecilia Glauser cleans out the wood duck boxes at the Lawrence Evans tract 

near Kuehnle and Petersen Woods in anticipation of spring. At least one box 

was successful in raising wood ducks in 2014! 

Hubbell 25th Anniversary...Wow! 

Gene must have just been a 

teenager when it launched! 

Thanks to Gene Zajac for an entertaining 

program on "Hubbell 25th Anniversary" 

March 6!  We are so lucky to have Gene 

retired and on the island full time now!" 

Thanks Alexandra Knauer...  

for folding and mailing our 
December issue of our LEIC-BSC 
newsletter! It is a big job and we 
are grateful for your help! 

Thanks and 

Welcome to our new 

Newsletter Editor, 

Michelle Pennington 

Yes, we have a new editor to 
assist Lisa Brohl AND a new 
format. Let us know what you 
think at jd4mb2011@gmail.com!  

…And a SPECIAL THANK YOU 
to Linda Parker for all of her hard 
work as the previous editor and 
to Jackie Taylor for helping us 
during our transition! 
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Jean Hilt had two red-winged blackbirds at her feeder-only ones recorded for South 

Bass that day. Noticeably absent this year were sparrows, wrens, and yellow-rumped 

warblers. On South Bass, other counters that also surveyed the shorelines and woods 

by car and foot were Lisa Brohl, Karen Wilhelm, Bridget Wise, John Dodge, Paula 

Zeibarth, and Gabriella Kaplan. Thanks to Mary Ann McCann, Jean Hilt, Ruth Scarpelli, 

Paul Ladd, Kit Knaser, Bridget Wise, Sue Amrine, Anita McCann, Gene and Pam Zajac, 

Russ Brohl, Sarah Toole, and John Ladd for watching their feeders for us! We 

appreciate landowners cooperation with access that day!  

At Kelleys, John Pogacnik, Tom Bartlett, Vic Fazio Sue Carty, Sandy Tkach and Mary 

Warren surveyed the island with Lee Tkach, Bruce and Leslie Korenko, and Phil 

Corathers watching their feeders. Although there were duck hunters in close, they still 

recorded an amazing 42,582 red-breasted mergansers! Highlights included count 

week harlequin duck, turkey vulture, and peregrine falcon. One Iceland gull, four 

American pipits, and a gray catbird were all great finds on Count Day. 

We were able to visit Green Island on Saturday, December 13, 2014 with a permit 

from the Ohio Division of Wildlife (Lisa Brohl, Paula Zeibarth, Julene Market, and Paul 

Ladd.) The highlight of that trip were two great-horned owls and a coyote!  

Nancy Welter counted birds at her feeder and walked and drove around Middle Bass 

Island for us this year. Joe Dopps was able to view a snowy owl on North Bass Island 

on Wires Road on Count Day.   

Pelee Island compiled 51 species with four black scoters, a long-tailed duck, and a 

horned lark the day of the Count. They also recorded the only tundra swans, rusty 

blackbirds, and northern harrier for the Lake Erie Count Circle. Counters and feeder 

watchers included Deb and Fred Billard, Grant and Deb Crawford, Barb Koch-Donga, 

Jayna, Ryan and Bryce Galloway, Kim and Randy Garner, Graeme Gibson, Sumiko 

Onishi, Lynn and Ron Tiessen, and Rob Tymstra. 

(Christmas Bird Count Continued from page 3) 

New LEIC-BSC Board 
Member- 

Welcome Julene! 

Julene Market is a graduate of Kent 

State University. She is co-owner of 

Miller Boat Line and handles the 

public relations, marketing for the 

Boat Line. She is a member of  the 

Lake Erie Shores and Islands Visi-

tors Bureau.  

Julene is a life member (twice) of 

our LEIC-BSC and has been a long 

time supporter/volunteer especially 

with the financing and layout of the 

Jane Coates Wildflower Trail. She 

and her staff at Miller Boat Line 

have done a great job of promoting 

eco-tourism and our programs on 

the island with their Miller Boat Line 

website. 

Julene Market at the Green Island Christmas Bird Count  (Photo by Lisa Brohl) 
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Join us for the Spring Wildflower Walk to 
celebrate Earth Day! See Page 7 for details. 

Celebrate Arbor Day with the Put-In-Bay 
Tree Commission! See Page 7 for details. 



Friends 

Mark and Barbi Barnhill 

Joan Booker 

Tracy Burgess and Sohail 

Sayeh 

Barb Chrysler 

Marsha Collett 

John S. Doller 

Judy DuShane 

Martha Dykes 

The Hart Family 

Ron and Jan Helman 

Amy and Peter Huston 

Bill and Lois Jellison 

Donna J. Martens 

Melinda McCann Myer 

Annie Parker 

D. J. Parker 

Mr. and Mrs. Charles B. Pearson 

Joe and Michelle Pennington 

Dave and Bonnie Petro 

Judy Prince 

Maisie Ruchala 

John Schrenk 

Mindy Schuster 

Mark and Linda Seeman 

Joanne Sutton 

Sarah Toole 

Nancy Welter 

Gene and Pam Zajac 

 

Friend Membership with Ad 

Jet Express 

Miller Boat Line 

First National Bank 

Middle Bass General Store-Joe 

Northern Exposure Investments

-  Joe Kostura 

Put-In-Bay Electric-Scott and 

Kim Pugh 

Lake Erie Islands Trading Co, 

LLC - Roman and Susan 

Sapecki 

Linda’s Lodging - Linda Parker 

Put-In-Bay Gazette-                                  

Jeff and Kendra Koehler 

Hisey Group-Howard Hannah-

Lee Hisey 

Yardworks - Val and Dan      

Kowalski 

 

Supporters 

Tony and Cheryl D’Amico 

Kalen Capp 

Janet Eriksen 

Ken and Jennifer Farber 

Dave and Linda Frederick 

Wallace Hall 

Terry and Linda Heaton 

Dustin Heineman 

Bill and Jane Ibold 

Kathryn Knaser 

Bill and Sue Latham 

Tim and Jeanette Luecke 

Maria and Joe Link 

Angie Martens 

Bernie and Mary Meyers 

Laureen Mooney 

Mike Motycka 

Joyce and Les Nichols 

Jane and Tim O’Brien 

Teddi Pertner 

Steve, Sue, and Jenna Prahst 

Stephen and Natalie Price 

Marge Pristas 

Todd and Marie Rader 

Bob and Dianne Smith 

Kathy and Nick Tagliaferri 

Janice Williams 

Debra K. Woischke 

 

Contributors 

Gordon Barr 

Tom and Paula Bartlett 

Dianne and Brian Betz 

Lisa and Harry Bircher 

Todd A. Blumensaadt 

Sarah Booker and Trey 

Sheehan 

Tom and Diane Brennan 

John Dodge and Bridget Wise 

Sharon Gray 

Bob and Jean Hilt 

James A. Juknialis 

Robert Krause 

Matt and Amy Kutschbach 

Peggy and John Leopold 

Valerie Mettler 

Bob and Nancy Russell 

Kenneth and C. Ann Shelton 

Dean Sheldon, Jr.- Perfect 

Seedbed Company 

Brad and Zoe Titchener 

Carmen Trisler 

 

Steward 

Ken and Fran Beck 

 

General Fund Donations 

Sara Booker 

Anne Daily 

Karen Jennings 

James A. Juknialis 

Mark Nemec 

Northern Exposure Investments

-Suzanne Kostura 

Stan and Connie Wulkowicz 

 

Land Protection Fund 

Donation 

Ken and Fran Beck 

Robert Krause 

Laureen Mooney 

Bird Seed Donations 

Lisa Brohl 

Susan Harrington 

Ray Traverso 

 

Home Depot Gift 

Certificate 

Mark Nemec 

 

Donations to Scheeff East 

Point Sign 

Joan Booker 

Lisa Brohl 

Kalen Cap 

Joan French 

John and Jennifer Miller 

Diane Nemec 

Joe Rutter 

Tom and Diane Brennan 

 

Employer Matching 

Contributions 

Dianne Kestler Betz-            

First Energy 

 

 

Don’t forget! 

Become an 
annual sponsor 
of our newsletter 
for $100.  Place 
an ad in our 

newsletter and receive a 
annual Friend 
Membership FREE!  

Call 419-341-2725 

New and Renewing Members 
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Witch-hazel 



native birds and is a stopping off place in the 

spring and fall for hundreds of migratory birds. This 

site was purchased with a Clean 

Ohio Conservation Grant in December 2014. 

The final stage in the Critical Habitat Protection Project 

will be the acquisition of the Massie and Knam property. 

PIBTPD has also filed an application for funding 

through the Coastal and Estuarine Land Conservation 

Program (CELCP) administered through the United 

States National Oceanic and Atmosphere 

Administration to assist in the purchase and restoration 

of this property. 

CELCP provides support to state and local 

governments to purchase coastal and estuarine lands 

that are important for their ecological, conservation, 

recreational, historical or aesthetic values that are 

under threat of conversion. 

These two sites are a mosaic of upland and lowland 

forests, dominated by sugar maple and hackberry trees. 

This forest is important for migrating birds, which find 

shelter and food in the forests. In the spring the area 

bursts with ephemeral wildflowers. The forest will be 

preserved and protected to provide rare Lake Erie 

habitat for birds, snakes, and other wildlife. 

The park will be used for passive recreational activities 

such as shoreline fishing, bird watching, photography, 

and nature trails for hiking. A dock is on the Massie 

property. This site is more than seven acres of cliffs and 

wooded habitat on South Bass Island. The .25 mile of 

the Lake Erie shoreline provides critical habitat for a 

variety of flora and fauna, including harebell, a State of 

Ohio endangered species. It will provide another stop 

over point for kayakers on the Lake Erie Islands Water 

Trail. 

The Massie property contains numerous buildings and 

a variety of scrap, debris, and a jumble of odds and 

ends. The Park District intends to remove all of this 

material.  

A number of people have expressed interest in 

acquiring material at the Massie site. After the property 

acquisition is complete and the Park District has 

ownership, the public will be made aware that items 

may be removed from the property. This process will be 

done in fair and equitable way.  Details will follow.  

The site will be closed to the public until the area is 

“cleaned up.” 

LEIC-BSC Membership Form 
Membership Notices are sent out annually-this is for new memberships-share with your friends 

 

 __$25 Friend   __$100 Contributor  __$500 Patron   __$50 Supporter   __$250 Steward   __$1000 Life   __$100 Friend/AD                         
 

Name _________________________________________________Spouse/Companion_________________________ 
 

Island Address   PO  Box _________ Put-In-Bay, Ohio  43456   E-mail _____________________________________ 
 

Permanent  Address_________________________________ City _________________State _____Zip___________ 
 

Phone______________________Cell Phone _____________________Island Phone___________________________ 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

In addition to my membership, I would like to donate to: 

Land Protection Fund 

I would like to contribute $ ___________to the Lake Erie Islands Chapter of the Black Swamp Conservancy, to be 
used only for expenses related to the purchase of land.   

I understand that I will receive a Certificate of Donation for income tax purposes. 

 

Stewardship Fund 

I would like to donate $______________to the Stewardship Fund to help maintain those properties owned 
by the Lake Erie Islands Chapter of the Black Swamp Conservancy. 
 

Please make checks payable to (LEIC-BSC) Lake Erie Islands Chapter Black Swamp Conservancy   

Please Send to:  PO Box 461, Put-in-Bay, Ohio 43456   All donations are tax deductible.    Thank You! 
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(CRITICAL HABITAT PROTECTION Continued from page 6) 



PLACE 
STAMP 
HERE 

The Lake Erie Islands Chapter of the Black Swamp Conservancy 
celebrated Christmas with 48 guests and a beautiful night at the 
South Bass Island Lighthouse! 

We had a Champagne Toast with Heineman's finest to the busy 
2014 land preservation efforts. Ham and turkey with lots of 
great holiday dishes were enjoyed as well as tours of the 
Lighthouse. 

Mark Nemec played Santa Claus 
coming with a donation check for 
the Conservancy and a Home Depot 
gift certificate! Thanks to our 
partners the Ohio State University 
Stone Lab for hosting us! 

Christmas Potluck Fun by Lisa Brohl 

 

Board of Directors 
Chairperson 

Lisa Brohl 
Secretary/Treasurer 
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We’re on the Web! 
http://lakeerieislandsbsc.com 

PO Box 461 
Put-In-Bay, Ohio  43456 
Phone: 419-285-5811 
E-Mail: leicbsc@gmail.com 

Save paper-time-and money! 

Have your newsletter emailed to you! 

Email: jd4mb2011@gmail.com 

 Lots of events coming up in the Spring and Summer—keep checking our website and Facebook pages for more info! 


